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Alison  Thorne  Victorious 


By  Kendall  Lovett 
MELBOURNE,  Australia  — 
Lesbian  activist  Alison  Thorne 
has  won  the  last  round  in  her 
battle  to  regain  a  high  school 
teaching  pwisition.  (See  GCN, 
Vol.  14,  No.  25) 

The  Victorian  government 
has  agreed  to  withdraw  legisla¬ 
tion  it  recently  introduced  in 
Parliament  that  would  have 
barred  Thorne  and  other  al¬ 
leged  “proponents  of  child 
abuse”,  from  teaching  children. 
The  legislation,  an  amendment 
to  the  Teaching  Service  Act, 
would  have  also  restricted  the 
power  of  the  Equal  Opportuni¬ 
ty  Board  (EOB)  of  Victoria. 

The  EOB  had  ruled  No¬ 
vember  6,  1986,  and  confirmed 
November  27  that  education 
officials  discriminated  against 
Thorne  because  of  her  political 
views,  in  particular  for  her 
public  support  of  the  rights  of  a 
gay  pedophile  support  group. 
The  Board  ordered  that 
Thorne,  who  had  been  denied 
the  right  to  teach  for  three 
years,  be  immediately 
reinstated  in  a  secondary 
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school. 

Premier  John  Cain  and  other 
educational  officials  had 
responded  to  the  Board’s  ruling 
with  the  announcement  that 
Thorne  would  never  be  allowed 
to  resume  high  school  teaching. 
However,  widespread  public 
sentiment  against  the  proposed 
legislation,  from  trade  unions, 
lawyers,  and  lesbian  and  gay 
activists,  prompted  negotia¬ 
tions  with  Thorne  and  the  with¬ 
drawal  of  the  Teaching  Act  bill. 

According  to  Thorne,  she 
never  considered  abdicating  in 
the  negotiations  with  govern¬ 
ment  officials.  She  said  the 
Board’s  ruling  was  crucial,  not 
only  to  her  own  rights  as  a 
teacher,  but  to  the  Australian 
lesbian/gay  community  and  all 
public  sector  workers. 

Thorne  said  that  as  a  result 
of  the  negotiations,  she  will  not 
be  barred  from  teaching  in 
secondary  schools.  However, 
she  has  accepted  an  immediate 
college-level  post  teaching  a 
Women’s  Access  course  in  the 
Technical  and  Further  Educa¬ 


tion  system  of  the  schools. 

The  three  years  Thorne  was 
banned  from  secondary  school 
teaching  will  be  credited  toward 
seniority  in  teaching  ex¬ 
perience.  In  addition,  the 
government  will  pay  all  legal 
costs  she  has  incurred. 

Asked  what  she  has  learned 
from  the  long,  fight,  Thorne 
noted  the  vehemence  of  media 
attacks  levelled  at  her,  and 
said,  “I  suppose  the  lesson  real¬ 
ly  is  a  funny  one.  In  talking  to 
the  mainstream  bourgeois  me¬ 
dia,  my  mistake  was  to  try  and 
answer  the  questions  they  were 
asking  me.  My  advice  to 
anyone  in  that  position  is  to 
pick  out  the  points  you  want  to 
make,  before  you  talk  to  them, 
and  stick  to  your  points.  Turn 
the  media’s  questions  around 
and  don’t  let  them  trick  you.” 

“The  other  thing  I’ve 
learned,”  she  said,  “is  simply 
this.  When  the  chips  are  down 
such  as  in  my  case,  [with]  the 
threat  of  special  legislation, 
people  will  rally  ’round  and 
argue  for  you.” 


New  England  Talks  Local 
at  Nat’l  March  Meeting 


Ontario  Passes 
Rights  Bill 


By  Don  Hill 

TORONTO  —  Despite  the  op¬ 
position  of  religious  fundamen¬ 
talists  and  other  right-wing 
organizers,  the  Ontario  legislature 
has  added  sexual  orientation  to  the 
province’s  human  rights  code.  Bill 
7,  a  revision  of  the  existing  code, 
includes  protection  for  gay  men 
and  lesbians  against  discrimina¬ 
tion  in  employment,  accommoda¬ 
tions  and  services. 

With  the  encouragement  of  On¬ 
tario  Premier  David  Peterson  and 
Attorney  General  Ian  Scott  — 
both  members  of  the  province’s 
Liberal  Party  —  the  legislators 
voted  to  approve  Bill  7  on  De¬ 
cember  16.  The  measure  was 
originally  designed  to  bring  the 
Ontario  human  rights  code  into 
compliance  with  Canada’s  re¬ 
cently  adopted  federal  constitu¬ 
tion.  Though  that  constitution 
does  not  guarantee  rights  to  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men,  the  legislators 
voted  on  December  2  to  include  a 
clause  outlawing  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  preference. 

The  victory  culminated  a 
14-year  effort  by  Ontario  activists, 
including  the  Coalition  for  Gay 
Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO)  —  an 
umbrella  organization  represen¬ 
ting  groups  in  17  Ontario  cities  — 
and  Toronto’s  Right  to  Privacy 
Committee. 


Opposition  to  the  anti-discrim¬ 
ination  clause  was  led  by  the  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Family  Values,  a  group 
formed  for  the  fight  and  compos¬ 
ed  of  the  leadership  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  fundamentalist 
Protestant  churches  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Citizens’  Coalition,  a  con¬ 
servative  think  tank.  According  to 
The  Body  Politic,  the  Coalition 
was  accused  by  Conservative  Party 
leader  and  Bill  7  supporter  Larry 
Grossman  of  trying  to  “intimidate 
legislators  into  voting  against  the 
measure.”  The  fundamentalists 
relied  heavily  on  the  now  familiar 
conservative  warnings  against  les¬ 
bian/gay  rights  —  that  gay  men 
and  lesbians  threaten  children  and 
“traditional”  family  values,  and 
that  the  measure  was  an  attempt  to 
create  “special”  rights  for  lesbians 
and  gay  men.  Leaders  of  the  Coali¬ 
tion  are  expected  to  challenge  the 
new  law  in  court. 

Ontario,  the  most  populous  of 
Canada’s  ten  provinces,  becomes 
the  second  to  mandate  protection 
against  discrimination  for  lesbians 
and  gay  men.  The  province  of 
Quebec  outlawed  discrimination 
in  an  amendment  to  its  human 
rights  code  in  1977.  Together,  the 
two  provinces  account  for  over  60 
percent  of  Canada’s  population. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


By  Nancy  De  Luca 

BOSTON  —  An  upbeat  tone 
dominated  the  New  England  plan¬ 
ning  conference  for  the  October 
11,  1987,  National  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Rights  March  on  Wash¬ 
ington.  The  January  10  conference 
at  City  Hall  brought  together  ap¬ 
proximately  75  organizers,  most 
of  whom  view  the  upcoming 
march  as  an  opportunity  for  pro¬ 
moting  local  lesbian/gay  activism. 
Some  of  the  participants 
represented  organizations,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Unitarian  Universalist 
Church,  the  Freedom  Trail  Mar¬ 
ching  Band,  NOW,  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Defense  Committee,  the 
New  Alliance  Party,  Mobilization 
for  Survival,  the  All  Peoples  Con¬ 
gress,  the  Boston  chapter  of  the 
Reproductive  Rights  National 
Network,  Boston  Asian  Gay  Men 
and  Lesbians,  Gay  Community 
News,  Bad  Attitude,  and  several 
New  England  College  groups. 

Boston’s  gay  City  Councilor 
David  Scondras  opened  the  con¬ 
ference  with  a  call  to  action.  Asser¬ 
ting  that  movements  usually  ex¬ 
perience  repression  only  after 
gaining  enough  power  to  pose  a 
threat,  he  stressed  the  progress  the 
gay  and  lesbian  rights  movement 
has  made  and  urged  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  planning  group  to  organize 
events  that  increase  the  visibility  of 
gay  men  and  lesbians.  He  sug¬ 
gested  holding  “Freedom 
Dances”  where  large  numbers  of 
gay  people  descend  upon  straight 
bars  and  clubs  to  dance.  “Gays 
and  lesbians  cannot  continue  to 
live  in  social  apartheid,  scurrying 
from  place  to  place  where  we  can 
be  who  we  are,”  said  Scondras. 

The  City  Councilor  also  stated 
that  the  national  march  will  serve 
to  put  the  Democratic  Party  on 
notice.  They  “will  never  get  the 
White  House  unless  our  agenda  is 
on  the  front  burner.” 

Scondras  condemned  the  myth 
that  the  purpose  of  life  is  “to  find 
a  heterosexual  partner,  reproduce. 


live  in  the  suburbs  with  a  two-car 
garage,  live  in  serial  monogamy, 
get  divorced  and  die.”  He  urged 
lesbians  and  gay  men  to  “destroy 
[heterosexuals’]  hallowed  and  sick 
establishment,  acknowledge  their 
illness,  but  try  to  live  in 
harmony.” 

He  pointed  out  that  the  gay /les¬ 
bian  community  has  paid  for  the 
benefits  received  by  married  het¬ 
erosexuals,  such  as  health  in¬ 
surance  for  spouses.  Such  benefits 
should  be  extended  to  gay  people 
or  be  eradicated,  he  said. 

Noting  that  the  government 
spent  more  money  in  six  weeks  on 
researching  Legionnaires  Disease 
than  it  has  spent  in  five  years  on 
AIDS  research,  Scondras  stated 
that  funding  for  such  research 
must  become  our  top  priority.  He 
closed  with  a  pledge  to  introduce  a 
resolution  in  the  Boston  City 
Council  in  support  of  the  march, 
and  to  try  to  bring  Mayor  Ray¬ 
mond  Flynn  with  him  to  Washing¬ 
ton  in  October. 

Sarah  Holmes,  one  of  the 
delegates  from  New  England  to 
the  National  Steering  Committee 
for  the  march,  reported  on  deci¬ 
sions  made  at  a  meeting  held  last 
November  in  New  York  City.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  14,  No.  21)  According 
to  her  report,  the  National  March 
Committee  refused  to  sponsor  a 
conference  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
People  of  Color  planned  to  coin¬ 
cide  with  the  march.  Others  who 
had  attended  the  gathering  in  New 
York  claimed  that  the  National 
Committee  did  vote  for  sponsor¬ 
ship  of  such  a  conference.  James 
Credle,  a  co-convener  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple  of  Color  caucus  at  the  New 
York  meeting,  explained  to  GCN 
that  the  National  Steering  Com¬ 
mittee  for  the  March  voiced  a 
strong  sentiment  to  sponsor  the 
conference,  but  an  internal  deci¬ 
sion  was  made  by  the  People  of 
Color  Caucus  to  hold  an  interna¬ 
tional  conference  in  Toronto  or 


Lesbians  and  gay  men  cheer  as  sexual  preference  clause  is  approved  in 
Ontario  rights  code  following  five  days  debate,  Toronto,  Dec,  2. 


London  at  a  later  time. 

A  Gay  and  Lesbian  People  of 
Color  workshop  will  probably  be 
held  in  conjunction  with  the 
march,  with  details  to  be  discussed 
at  the  next  National  Steering  Com¬ 
mittee  meeting  in  Los  Angeles, 

January  17-19. 

A  high  point  of  the  New 
England  meeting  was  a  session  for 
sharing  personal  reasons  for 
celebration  in  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community.  Some  people  men¬ 
tioned  coming  out  to  parents  or 
co-workers;  a  lesbian  couple  an¬ 
nounced  that  they  are  expecting  a 
baby  in  eight  months;  a  gay  man 
Continued  on  page  12 

San  Francisco 

By  Charles  Linebarger 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Local 
lesbians  and  gay  men  are  warning 
that  a  visit  to  this  city  in  September 
by  Pope  John  Paul  II  will  lead  to 
mass  demonstrations.  Anti-papal 
sentiment  appears  to  have  reached 
a  new  high  following  the  release 
last  October  of  Vatican  guidelines 
on  homosexuality.  The  guidelines, 
issued  only  days  before 
California’s  vote  on  the  La 
Rouche  AIDS  quarantine  in¬ 
itiative,  condemn  gay  people  and 
condone  anti-gay  violence.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  14,  No.  18)  Activists 
say  local  protesters  may  approx¬ 
imate  the  widespread  rioting  in 
Amsterdam  in  1985  when  John 
Paul  II  visited  that  heavily  gay 
city. 

“There’s  an  assurance  that 
there  will  be  demonstrations  if  he 
[the  Pope]  comes  to  town,”  said 
Rick  Pacurer,  president  of  the 
Harvey  Milk  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Democratic  Club.  “There  is  ab¬ 
solutely  no  way  we  can  allow  him 
to  come  to  our  city  after  the  way  he 
has  made  more  miserable  the  lives 
of  millions  of  gay  people  around 


Spurns  Pope 


vocate.  Cromey,  who  has  also 
begun  distributing  a  petition  pro¬ 
testing  the  upcoming  visit,  said  he 
foresees  “huge  demonstrations” 
should  John  Paul  II  come  to  this 
city.  “I  don’t  think  the  mayor  and 
police  have  any  idea  of  the  hostili¬ 
ty  and  anger  homosexual  people 
have  toward  the  Pope.”  Cromey 
added  that  he  considers  John  Paul 
II  to  be  “immoral.” 

In  addition,  San  Francisco’s 
newspapers,  both  gay  and  non¬ 
gay,  have  featured  articles,  letters 
and  editorials  criticizing  the  Pope 
for  his  censure  of  non-conformist 
U.  S.  clergy  and  for  his  stand  on 
homosexuality. 

Despite  the  weight  of  anti-papal 
sentiment  here,  a  spokesperson  for 
the  Catholic  Archdiocese  of  San 
Francisco,  Miles  Riley,  said  he  did 
not  forsee  an  Amsterdam-style  re¬ 
ception  for  the  pontiff  “at  this 
point.”  He  added,  “I’m  sure  there 
will  be  somebody  who  will  not  be 
pleased  with  the  Pope  or  the 
Catholic  Church.  I’m  sure  there 
will  be  protests.  This  is  America.” 


the  world.  We  must  protest  to 
make  the  message  clear  that  we 
will  not  allow  this  to  happen.” 

Pacurer,  who  described  himself 
as  an  ex-Roman  Catholic,  added, 
“This  Pope  has  been  more  ob¬ 
sessed  with  this  subject  [homo¬ 
sexuality]  than  any  of  his  pre¬ 
decessors.  He  has  shown  very  little 
compassion,  especially  on  the 
AIDS  crisis.” 

Also  making  preparations  for 
the  pontiff’s  visit  are  the  gay  male 
Sisters  of  Perpetual  Indulgence. 
One  sister,  Sadie  the  Rabbi  Lady, 
has  already  registered  with  the  city 
as  the  “Official  San  Francisco 
1987  Papal  Welcoming  Commit¬ 
tee.”  Apparently,  no  other  Cath¬ 
olic  group  has  requested  the  role. 
Another  San  Franciscan  has  begun 
circulating  a  petition  calling  on  the 
Pope  to  stay  home. 

Members  of  the  clergy  have  also 
begun  speaking  out  against  the 
scheduled  visit.  “The  Pope  should 
just  stay  home,”  said  Robert 
Cromey,  the  rector  at  Trinity 
Episcopal  Church  and  an  out¬ 
spoken  lesbian/gay  rights  ad¬ 
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News  Notes - 

quotes  of  the  week 

“Even  when  I  was  in  love  with  men,  I  never  wrote 
poetry  for  men.  Women  have  always  been  my 
muses. ...  I  always  thought  I  should  make  my  name 
and  come  out  later.  I  never  wanted  to  be  known  as  a 
lesbian  writer.  I  wanted  to  be  known  as  a  good  writer 
who  happens  to  be  a  iesbian. ...  I  feel  great  about 
myself  now.  I’m  74.  When  I  walk  on  stage  to  read  peo¬ 
ple  stand  up  and  applaud  for  five  minutes.  Sometimes 
I  feel  like  a  Beatle.  I  was  55  when  I  admitted  my  les¬ 
bianism.  I  had  already  done  a  lot  of  living.” 

—  author  and  poet  May  Sarton  in 
an  interview  with  the  Boston  Globe,  January  14,  1987. 


“The  rise  of  a  politicaliy  powerful  right  has  led 
mental  health  practitioners  to  define  high-frequency 
recreational  sex  as  compulsive.  It  is  pseudo¬ 
scientific.  ...  I  think  when  we  invent  diseases,  we 
pose  a  grave  threat  to  the  erotic  differences  among 
people.  In  the  hands  of  a  sexually  regressive  attitude, 
this  can  be  used  to  pathoiogize  variant  sexual  prac¬ 
tices.  " 

—  Martin  Levine,  a 
sociologist  at  Bloomfield  College,  from  an  article  by 
Carol  Turkington  in  the  American  Psychological 
Association  Monitor,  November,  1986,  reprinted  by 
Radia  of  New  Haven. 


north  shore  hosts  jan.  22  event 

MARBLEHEAD,  MA  —  The  North  Shore  chapter 
of  NOW  will  host  a  public  program  to  commemorate 
the  1973  legalization  of  abortion  and  to  celebrate  the 
many  people  on  the  North  Shore  who  helped  defeat 
the  anti-abortion  referendum  last  November. 

The  program  wil  be  held  January  21,  at  7:30  p.m. 
at  the  Church  of  St.  Andrew  on  Lafayette  St.  here. 

Featured  speakers  include  attorney  Nancy  Gert- 
ner,  state  Rep.  Patricia  Fiero  of  Gloucester  and  Susan 
Newsom  of  Planned  Parenthood. 

For  more  information,  call  (617)  631-6030. 

—  Melody  Elliott 


“fetus-murder” 

DEDHAM,  MA  —  In  what  appears  to  be  the  first 
“fetus-murder”  trial  in  the  state,  a  man  was  sen¬ 
tenced  late  last  year  for  the  murder  of  a  woman  and 
her  fetus. 

According  to  the  Boston  Herald,  Frank  Lawrence 
was  sentenced  to  life  in  prison  for  the  first  degree 
murder  of  Ramona  F.  Juanso  and  the  manslaughter  of 
her  fetus. 

A  state  pathologist  had  testified  that  the  male 
fetus,  26-28  weeks  old,  could  have  survived  outside 
the  womb. 

Norfolk  County  District  Attorney  William 
Delahunt  announced  at  a  news  conference  following 
the  sentencing  that  the  case  clearly  established  that 
a  viable  fetus  is  protected  under  criminal  laws.  The 
State  Supreme  Court  ruled  in  1984  that  “our  criminal 
law  should  extend  its  protection  to  viable  fetuses.” 

Defense  attorney  Kevin  Redding  said  he  would 
appeal  the  verdict. 

—  Sharon  Haase 


sexual  harassment  of  women  tenants 

NEW  YORK  —  Activists  and  outraged  tenants 
gathered  here  on  November  8  for  the  first  annual  con¬ 
ference  of  sexual  harassment  of  women  tenants,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Guardian. 

Sponsored  by  a  number  of  women’s  legal  and 
civil  rights  groups,  the  conference  elicited  numerous 
horror  stories,  including  reports  of  rape  by  landlords, 
offers  of  rent  reductions  in  exchange  for  nude  posing 
or  sex,  and  eviction  threats  for  refusing  sexual  ad¬ 
vances. 

A  lesbian  attending  the  conference  reported 
threats  based  on  her  sexual  preference.  “The  attitude 
is  ‘If  I  can’t  screw  you  this  way.  I’ll  do  it  that  way.’ 
When  my  landlord  found  out  than  my  roommate  and  I 
were  lesbians,  my  life  was  threatened.  I  was  called  a 
dyke  and  threatened  with  rape.” 

While  the  Guardian  reports  the  conferene 
devoted  little  time  to  strategy,  legal  options  were 
discussed,  as  well  as  collective  action  by  tenants, 
feminists  and  community  groups.  The  landmark 
Shellhammer  v.  Lewallen  case  of  1982  established 
that  sexual  harassment  of  women  tenants  violates  Ti¬ 
tle  VIM  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act,  providing  a  basis  for 
court  cases. 

Taking  collective  action  appears  essential, 
however,  especially  for  poor  and  working  class 
women.  As  tenant  organizer  Brent  Sharman  noted  at 
the  conference,  “[MJoving  away  is  no  longer  an  op¬ 
tion.  There’s  nowhere  to  move  for  low  and  moderate 
income  tenants.” 

—  Sharon  Haase  and  Stephanie  Poggi 


will  conn,  disclose  pwa  records? 

HARTFORD  —  Connecticut’s  Health  Services 
Department  is  studying  the  possibility  of  allowing 
local  health  officials  access  to  the  identities  of  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  (PWAs). 

According  to  the  Boston  Globe,  existing  policy 
prohibits  Health  Service  officials  from  releasing  the 
names  of  PWAs. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


flight  attendants  hang  on 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO  —  The  battle  between  TWA 
owner  Carl  Icahn  and  the  TWA  flight  attendants 
wages  on,  according  to  the  Guardian.  Since  an  at¬ 
tempt  by  the  corporate  magnate  to  decrease  the  at¬ 
tendants’  salary  and  benefits  by  44  percent,  the  6,000 
member  Independent  Federation  of  FMght  Attendants 
(IFFA)  has  fought  back  with  a  strike,  an  unfair  labor 
practices  lawsuit,  and  a  campaign  to  boycott  TWA. 
The  union’s  lawsuit  alleges  sex  discrimination,  based 
on  Icahn’s  demand  for  greater  wage  concessions 
from  the  flight  attendants,  85  percent  of  whom  are 
women,  than  from  the  largely  male  pilots  and 
machinist  unions. 

Icahn  has  countered  by  replacing  the  worker’s 
with  new  trainees  and  attempting  to  create  a  new 
TWA-controlled  union.  He  has  also  unsuccessfully  at¬ 
tempted  to  pit  flight  attendants  with  over  10  years’ 
service  against  those  with  less  seniority  by  offering 
senior  attendants  a  separate  settlement. 

Renewed  support  for  the  IFFA  has  come  from 
numerous  union  leaders,  including  Mary  Futrell  of  the 
National  Educational  Association  and  Murray  Finley 
of  the  Amalgamated  Clothing  and  Textile  workers. 
Both  have  endorsed  the  IFFA’s  boycott  of  TWA.  The 
AFL-CIO  refuses  to  support  the  boycott  since  two  of 
its  unions,  the  Airline  Pilots  Association  and  the  Inter¬ 
national  Association  of  Machinists  oppose  it. 

The  IFFA  is  hopeful  it  will  win  the  lawsuit  which 
also  charges  age  discrimination  because  the  newly 
hired  “scabs”  are  considerably  younger  than  the 
striking  flight  attendants.  The  union  and  other 
sources  speculate  that  the  labor  lawsuits  and  boycott 
could  compromise  any  attempt  by  Icahn  to  sell  TWA. 

Sharon  Haase  and  Dan  Page 


gay  student  barred  from  graduation 

LINCOLN,  IL  —  Greg  Johnson,  who  was 
denied  graduation  from  Lincoln  Christian  College 
(LCC)  in  1981  because  of  his  alleged  homosexuality, 
has  won  the  right  to  trial.  The  case  against  LCC  was 
initially  dismissed  by  a  trial  court.  The  Illinois  Court  of 
Appeals  has  reversed  that  decision. 

Johnson  attended  LCC,  in  Lincoln,  from 
September  1976  to  mid-March  1981,  when  he  was 
dismissed  from  school  a  few  months  prior  to  gradua¬ 
tion.  Johnson  had  finished  all  his  course  work  and 
paid  all  his  tuition  billis.  Following  a  claim  by  another 
student  in  1980  that  Johnson  was  gay,  LCC’s  Dean  of 
Students  required  Johnson  to  undergo  counseling  as 
a  graduation  requirement.  When  the  counselor 
reported  that  Johnson  had  not  been  “cured,”  he  was 
dismissed  from  school  and  his  diploma  was  withheld. 

“Greg  will  have  his  day  in  court,”  stated  Jean 
O’Leary  of  the  National  Gay  Rights  Advocates 
(NGRA),  the  legal  firm  representing  Johnson.  “And  in 
the  end,  he  will  have  his  diploma  in  hand.  The  fact  is 
that  Greg  earned  his  diploma.  LCC’s  irrational  fears 
of  gay  men  and  lesbians  are  not  going  to  prevent  him 
from  getting  it.” 

Johnson’s  lawsuit  claims  breach  of  contract  and 
invasion  of  privacy  by  LCC  in  denying  him  the  right  to 
graduate. 

—  Ben  Robbins 


‘right-to-lifers’  tripped  up? 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO  —  Approximately  300  advo¬ 
cates  of  abortion  rights  gathered  here  November  15 
to  protest  harassment  of  those  seeking  assistance  at 
local  family  planning  clinics.  The  protesters  held  a 
silent  vigil  and  marched  in  memory  of  the  women  who 
died  from  unsafe  abortions  when  the  procedure  was 
illegal. 

The  Guardian  reports  that  about  15  anti-abortion 
activists  followed  the  march,  carrying  signs  and 
shouting.  One  counter-demonstrator,  a  pregnant 
woman,  claimed  to  have  been  tripped  by  one  of  the 
abortion  rights  marchers.  The  marcher  was  later  ar¬ 
rested  for  assault. 

—  Sharon  Haase 


reform  jews  reach  out  to  pwas 

BROOKLINE,  MA  —  The  Northeast  Council  of 
the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congregations  has 
begun  a  pastoral  program  for  people  with  AIDS.  The 
program  offers  to  connect  people  with  AIDS  or  their 
families  with  a  rabbi  or  other  member  of  a  Reform 
synagogue  who  has  specific  training  in  AIDS-related 
issues. 

According  to  Jerome  H.  Somers,  President  of  the 
Northeast  Council,  the  program  was  initiated 
because,  “We  are  concerned  that  the  Jewish  com¬ 
munity  has  not  done  enough  to  reach  out  to  these 
Jews  who  are  in  need.  We  would  like  them  to  know 
that  there  is  a  place  to  which  they  can  turn  for  comfort 
and  assistance.” 

For  more  information,  call  Rabbi  Larry  Milder, 
(617)  277-1655. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


gay  news  on  dutch  tv 

AMSTERDAM  —  The  Dutch  National  Broad¬ 
casting  Corporation  (NOS)  began  a  teletext  service 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men  as  of  January  1  of  this  year. 

“The  simple  fact  is  that  by  any  estimate  ten  to 
twenty  percent  of  our  population  is  gay  or  lesbian. 
That’s  quite  a  crowd  and  we  felt  they  deserved  a  good 
service,”  said  Joop  Marmelstein,  head  of  NOS 
teletext. 

According  to  the  gay  Dutch  paper,  De  Gay  Krant, 
NOS  will  provide  daily  news  and  announcements 
compiled  by  De  Gay  Krant.  Editor-in-Chief  of  the 
paper,  Henk  Krol,  said  he  was  very  happy  with  the  new 
service,  apparently  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  world. 
“[W]ith  teletext  we  will  enter  the  homes  of  more  than 
20  million  people  in  The  Netherlands,  Belgium  and 
some  parts  of  Germany _ That  is  an  important  land¬ 

mark  in  gay  history.” 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


have  we  made  money  yet? 

A  recent  broadcast  of  “Wall  Street  Week" 
featured  an  exchange  about  AIDS  between  Martin 
Zweig  and  James  McKeever: 

ZWEIG;  I  know  it’s  a  terrible  disease,  but  are  there  any 
stocks  around  that  would  benefit,  if  you  want  to  call  it 
that,  from  that  terrible  thing? 

MCKEEVER:  Well,  I  think  if  some  of  my  projections 
turn  out,  and  only  time  will  tell,  that  hospitals  could 
be. . ..  The  CDC  in  Atlanta  now  says  millions  could 
die  of  AIDS,  so  hospital  space  is  going  to  be  at  a 
premium.  So  hospital  stocks  and  hospital- 
management  things,  like  Humana  —  again.  I’m  not 
talking  about  the  next  six  months  but  across  the  next 
three  or  four  years  —  could  do  very  well.  On  the  other 
hand,  insurance  companies  could  do  very  poorly, 
because  their  premiums  are  based  on  mortality 
tables.  If  people  start  dying  twenty  years  earlier  than 
they  are  supposed  to,  in  mass,  then  these  companies 
should  be  in  trouble,  as  well  as  hospitalization  com¬ 
panies.  So,  I  thirik  the  insurance  companies  would  be 
very  weak,  and  the  hospital  area,  for  example,  would 
be  very  strong. 


Cambridge  proposes  licensing 
ordinance 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Under  an  ordinance  pro¬ 
posed  here,  any  outdoor  activity,  ranging  from  leaflet¬ 
ting  and  gathering  signatures  to  peddling  and  perfor¬ 
ming,  would  require  a  license  and  be  subject  to  a 
screening  process.  Licenses  would  be  contingent  on 
a  criminal  records  check  and  could  also  be  refused  if 
the  outside  activity  could  spark  actions  “inap¬ 
propriate  for  the  Common  Day  of  Rest”:  if  the  activity 
were  deemed  “unreasonably  and  patently  offensive 
to  the  aesthetic  view  of  the  ordinary  person.” 

The  Ad  Hoc  Committee  to  Oppose  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Licensing  Ordinance  has  been  formed  to 
organize  against  ratification.  City  Council  members 
are  currently  awaiting  a  rewrite  of  the  original  pro¬ 
posal  before  taking  action  on  it. 

According  to  a  leaflet  distributed  by  the  Ad  Hoc 
Committee,  passage  of  the  ordinance  could  result  in 
repression  of  lesbians  and  gay  men,  feminists,  anti¬ 
war  activists,  the  homeless  and  others.  The  leaflet 
has  been  endorsed  by  a  number  of  groups,  including 
the  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  The  Boston 
Pledge  of  Resistance,  Centro  Presente,  and  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News. 

The  Ad  Hoc  Committee  suggests  people  write  to 
the  Cambridge  City  Council,  expressing  their  opposi¬ 
tion.  To  endorse  the  leaflet  or  to  contact  the  Commit¬ 
tee,  leave  a  message  at  Revolution  Books,  (617) 
492-5443. 

—  Ben  Robbins 

—  news  notes  compiled  by  Stephanie  pogqi 
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Sounding  Across  US:  ‘Free  Sharon  Kowalski’ 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

A  group  in  San  Francisco  is  planning  T-shirt  sales  and 
contemplating  civil  disobedience.  A  lesbian  group  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  is  selling  buttons.  A  woman  in  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa  is  trying  to  get  churches  involved.  A  book  is  be¬ 
ing  written.  A  feminist  bookstore  in  Sacramento  is  attemp¬ 
ting  to  raise  $5,000.  A  Boston-based  organization  is  begin¬ 
ning  coordination  of  all  these  efforts  and  others  with 
publication  of  a  newsletter. 

“It’s  mindboggling,”  says  Karen  Thompson,  the  les¬ 
bian  who  is  at  the  center  of  this  activity.  Thompson  has  been 
fighting  for  nearly  two  years  to  gain  access  to  her  disabled 
lover,  Sharon  Kowalski.  Kowalski  was  seriously  injured  in  a 
car  accident  in  November  of  1983.  In  August  1985, 
Kowalski’s  father,  Donald,  became  her  legal  guardian  and 
barred  Thompson  from  seeing  her.  Kowalski  and  Thomp¬ 
son  had  been  lovers  for  four  years. 

Thompson,  who  prior  to  Donald’s  order  had  seen 
Kowalski  every  day,  initially  turned  to  the  legal  system  to 
regain  visitation  rights  to  Kowalski  and  to  remove  Donald  as 
guardian.  After  numerous  failures  in  the  Minnesota  state 
court  system,  Thompson  began  a  campaign  to  widely  pub¬ 
licize  the  case  and  raise  money  for  her  mounting  legal  bills. 

When  she  began  speaking  to  mostly  lesbian  and/or 
disabled  groups,  Thompson  never  imagined  that  new 
organizations  would  form  across  the  U.  S.  to  help  defray 
legal  costs  and  to  help  develop  strategies  to  win  her  fight. 
“When  I  think  of  it  as  Sharon  and  I,  I  can’t  believe  it’s  got¬ 
ten  so  big,’’  said  Thompson.  “But  it  is  bigger  than  Sharon 
and  1.” 

Formation  of  groups 

Currently  there  are  organized  efforts  focusing  on 
Thompson  and  Kowalski  in  Washington,  D.  C.;  San  Fran¬ 
cisco;  Sacramento;  Boston;  St.  Cloud,  Minnesota;  and  New 
York  City.  In  addition,  groups  may  be  forming  soon  in 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa  and  Albany,  New  York. 

All  of  these  groups  formed  as  a  direct  result  of  hearing 
Thompson  speak  about  her  experiences.  Representatives  of 
various  groups  invariably  attribute  their  involvement  to  the 
extreme  homophobia  and  injustice  present  in  this  case,  as 
well  as  Thompson’s  speaking  ability. 

“Karen  is  such  a  powerful,  emotional  speaker,’’  said 
Tacie  Dejanikus  of  the  D.  C.  Lesbian  Committee  to  Free 
Sharon  Kowalski.  “I’d  like  to  think  that  no  matter  how 
someone  came  across  I  would  like  to  start  a  group.  But 
there’s  something  about  her _ ’’  In  addition,  said  De¬ 

janikus,  “The  homophobia  has  been  so  blatant  every  step  of 
the  way.  It’s  been  egregious.’’ 

“When  I  heard  Karen  speak,  I  was  a  total  convert,” 
commented  Denise  Rettenmaier  from  the  San  Francisco 
Committee  to  Free  Sharon  Kowalski.  “She’s  so  dedicated  to 
Sharon.  I  couldn’t  not  help.”  “It’s  very  scary  to  me,”  she 
added,  “I  know  the  very  same  thing  could  happen  to  me.” 

“What  is  happening  to  Sharon  Kowalski  is  already 
happening  to  many  disabled  Americans,”  said  Connie  Pan- 
zarino,  a  disabled  lesbian  member  of  the  Boston  group.  “A 
white  friend  of  mine  with  cerebral  palsy  was  put  away  in  a 
nursing  home  at  29  because  her  parents  found  out  she  was 
‘seeing’  a  Black  man.  Many  able-bodied,  well-meaning 
parents  and  siblings  see  sexuality  for  the  disabled  as  sinful  in 
and  of  itself.” 

Panzarino  said  she  got  involved  with  the  Boston  group 
not  only  to  support  Kowalski  and  Thompson,  but  also  to 
draw  connections  to  local  issues.  “Everyone  in  Boston  feels 
isolated ....  We  could  build  a  community  by  answering  each 
others’  needs.”  However,  this  can  only  happen,  she  said,  if 
able-bodied  lesbians  and  gay  men  stop  being  afraid  of  dis¬ 
abled  people  and  disabled  straight  people  stop  being  “afraid 
of  being  labeled  gay”  for  involvement  in  a  “gay  issue.” 

The  importance  of  community  support  is  clear  in 
Kowalski’s  situation,  added  Panzarino.  “I  fear  what  will 
happen  to  Sharon  once  she’s  out  of  the  nursing  home.”  If 
taking  care  of  Kowalski  is  too  much  work  for  Thompson, 
then  Thompson  will  need  a  community  to  support  her  with 
the  “nitty  gritty,”  said  Panzarino.  “Those  of  us  with 
.  disabilities  have  to  find  ways  to  go  to  the  bathroom  and  it’s 
easier  to  find  people  to  fundraise  than  to  help  us  go  to  the 
bathroom.” 

“I  think  it  [widespread  organizing]  has  to  do  with  the 
extent  to  which  [this  case]  is  so  far  reaching,”  said  Judy 
Lindquist  of  the  New  York  Committee  to  Free  Sharon 
Kowalski.  If  the  “white  male  collusion”  of  Donald 
Kowalski  and  the  courts  is  allowed  to  continue,  the  case  law 
will  create  “such  a  bad  precedent,”  said  Lindquist. 

Organizing  in  St.  Cloud,  Minnesota,  where  Thompson 
is  a  professor  at  the  University  of  Minnesota,  began  in 
September  1985,  nearly  six  months  after  Thompson  con¬ 


tacted  lesbian  activist  Julie  Andrzejewski.  Andrzejewski 
said  that  before  Thompson  lost  her  right  to  visit  Kowalski, 
Thompson  was  “scared  to  death  of  me  and  wouldn’t  touch 
me  with  a  ten  foot  pole.”  At  the  time,  Thompson  was  barely 
out  as  a  lesbian  herself  while  Andrzejewski  was  a  well- 
known  campus  activist  who  had  filed  a  sex  discrimination 
case  against  the  university.  The  contact  with  Andrzejewski 
led  to  the  Committee  for  the  Right  to  Recovery  in  Relation¬ 
ships,  a  group  of  approximately  25  people  who  formed  to 
help  Thompson  and  Kowalski. 

Andrzejewski  said  that  formation  of  the  group  was 
enhanced  by  the  fact  that  Thompson’s  case  was  “so  clear 
cut”  and  “really  indicated  the  problems  that  gay  and  lesbian 


The  Washington  D.  C.  Lesbian  Committee  to  Free  Sharon 
Kowalski  is  selling  this  button  to  fund  the  legal  battle  in 
Sharon’s  behalf. 

people  have.”  She  added,  “I  think  it  really  is  an  excellent  ex¬ 
ample  of  how  law  can  be  totally  perverted  and  violated 
depending  on  who  happens  to  be  in  those  positions  [of 
power].” 

Getting  the  word  out 

The  main  goal  of  the  Right  to  Recovery  in  Relationships 
organization  was  to  give  Thompson  national  exposure. 
They  began  sending  out  press  releases  documenting  Thomp¬ 
son’s  struggle.  “We  were  fairly  successful,”  said  Andrze¬ 
jewski.  “We  worked  to  get  Karen  out  speaking  and  to  get 
people  involved.” 

Thompson  is  not  currently  soliciting  speaking 
engagements.  But  people,  mostly  from  the  lesbian  and  gay 
organizations,  are  asking  her  to  speak.  In  addition  to 
mobilizing  support  for  herself  and  Kowalski,  Thompson 
said  her  speaking  “help[s]  people  realize  they  have  to  pro¬ 
tect  themselves.”  Many  people  have  completed  power  of  at¬ 
torney  documents  as  a  result  of  Thompson’s  experience. 
Such  documents  allow  individuals  to  determine  who  should 
make  decisions  for  them  in  the  event  that  they  are  not  able  to 
make  decisions.  “I’d  hate  to  see  [what  happened  to  me]  hap¬ 
pen  to  anyone  else,”  said  Thompson. 

Eileen  Olsen  from  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa  has  been 
organizing  on  behalf  of  Thompson  and  Kowalski  since  she 
heard  Thompson  speak  last  year.  In  addition  to  distributing 
information  to  the  local  gay  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  and  to  some  straight  churches,  she  “talked  to  peo¬ 
ple  on  a  homosexual  panel  for  medical  students  at  the 
University  of  Iowa.” 

Not  only  has  Olsen  helped  educate  people  about  the 
case,  but  she  has  been  profoundly  influenced  in  her  own  life 
by  meeting  Thompson.  “I  [was]  very  closeted  ’til  I  met 
Karen,”  she  said.  “I  met  Karen  and  here  I  am.  I  became  a 
resource  person  on  a  panel  for  medical  students.  I  couldn’t 
have  done  it  without  Karen.” 

Another  person  in  Cedar  Rapids  who  heard  Thompson 
speak  has  made  “Free  Sharon  Kowalski”  stickers  which  he 
is  distributing  among  friends. 

The  Lesbian  Committee  to  Free  Sharon  Kowalski, 
based  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  wants  to  make  “Kowalski  and 
Thompson  names  almost  like  household  words  among  fem¬ 
inists  and  lesbians,”  according  to  Dejanikus.  In  addition  to 
making  and  selling  buttons  which  say  “Bring  Sharon 
Home,”  the  group  is  flyering  events  with  information  and 
speaking  to  many  groups  in  the  D.  C.  area. 

“We’ve  tried  to  target  those  who  are  the  closest  first,” 
said  Dejanikus.  “We’ve  gone  to  all  major  [lesbian]  concerts 
and  comedy  events  this  fall.”  The  group  passed  out  about 
2,000  flyers  at  performances,  including  those  by  Sweet 
Honey,  Kate  Clinton,  Casselberry  and  Dupree,  and  Cris 
Williamson. 

Dejanikus  said  she  sees  the  goals  of  the  group  as 
threefold;  to  help  bring  Sharon  home,  to  publicize 


discrimination  against  lesbians  and  gay  men  and  to  give  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  tools  to  protect  themselves  from  being  in 
a  similar  situation. 

“I  think  this  is  winnable,”  said  Dejanikus.  “You  build 
small.  You  build  where  you  can.” 

The  group  hopes  to  also  reach  liberal  organizations  and 
to  explore  the  possibility  of  incorporating  direct  action  in 
their  organizing  strategy. 

The  committees  in  San  Francisco  and  New  York  are 
organizing  in  a  similar  fashion  with  slightly  different  em¬ 
phases.  In  San  Francisco,  in  addition  to  flyering  and  work¬ 
ing  on  T-shirt  sales,  the  organization  is  attempting  to  get  ex¬ 
posure  for  Thompson  in  the  national  straight  media.  They 
are  also  trying  to  create  a  national  non-profit  clearinghouse 
to  collect  donations  for  Thompson.  The  San  Francisco 
group  is  made  up  of  lesbians  and  one  disabled  straight  man. 

The  New  York  group,  consisting  of  a  core  of  six  people. 
Is  writing  educational  flyers  to  be  sent  to  people  on  lesbian 
and  gay  mailing  lists.  Lindquist,  of  that  group,  said  she  has 
considered  plastering  New  York  with  stickers  that  include 
her  phone  number  and  say  “Who  is  Sharon  Kowalski?”  or 
“Free  Sharon  Kowalski.”  In  addition,  the  group  is  talking 
about  trying  to  get  specific  politicians  behind  Thompson. 

Individuals  across  the  country  are  also  working  to  get 
the  word  out.  Diane  Lynch-Curley  of  Neptune,  New  Jersey, 
who  had  been  following  the  case  in  the  lesbian/gay  press, 
distributed  nearly  1 ,200  leaflets  at  Amazon  Autumn,  an  an¬ 
nual  day  of  concerts  and  workshops  in  New  Jersey.  She  also 
raised  over  $150.  Lynch-Curley  said  she  wanted  Thompson 
,  to  know  that  there  were  “pockets  of  support  for  her  all 
around  the  country.”  . 

Coordination 

“Looking  at  what’s  happening  [with  Thompson  and 
Kowalski  organizing]  it  became  clear  that  none  of  the 
organizations  knew  what  the  others  were  doing,”  said 
Maryanne  Kirkbride  of  the  Boston  group.  “It’s  an  emo¬ 
tionally  charged  issue  and  solidarity  is  important  for  our 
success  and  continued  survival  in  organizing.” 

Consequently  the  Boston  group  decided  to  focus  in¬ 
itially  on  a  quarterly  newsletter  with  information  from 
organizations  and  individuals  doing  support  work.  The 
group,  which  has  met  four  times  since  November,  is  plan¬ 
ning  to  have  the  first  newsletter  out  by  the  beginning  of 
February.  The  two-page  mimeographed  newsletter  will  be 
sent  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  press,  to  some  disability  groups 
and  to  people  who  have  signed  in  at  talks  by  Thompson. 

“A  national  structure  would  cost  money  that  we  don’t 
have,”  said  Kirkbride.  “Our  priority  is  for  money  to  go  for 
paying  legal  bills  to  free  Sharon.  [By  producing  a  newsletter] 
we  want  to  maximize  grass  roots  efforts  and  increase  our 
networking  capacity.” 

Fundraising 

The  local  organizations  are  collecting  money  at  con¬ 
certs  and  events  where  they  distribute  information.  Nearly 
$145  was  recently  collected  at  an  Alix  Dobkin  concert  in 
Boston.  People  in  Cedar  Rapids  have  raised  approximately 
$1,000.  The  group  in  D.  C.  has  raised  about  $450,  mostly  in 
$10  donations.  More  fundraising  schemes  are  brewing  in 
other  cities. 

In  Sacramento,  Yvette  Booker  of  Lioness  Books,  a 
feminist  bookstore,  hopes  to  raise  $5,000.  The  bookstore 
has  a  big  sign  in  its  window  which  reads,  “Help  Sharon 
Kowalski  come  home  to  her  lover  Karen  Thompson.  Give  to 
the  legal  fund.  A  case  like  this  may  effect  you  some  day!” 
Each  letter  of  the  sign  represents  $50,  said  Booker.  The  let¬ 
ters  appear  in  outline  and  will  be  filled  in  as  the  money  is 
raised.  So  far  $700  has  been  collected  ,  $250  of  which  came 
from  business  sponsors  who  “bought  a  letter”  each  by 
donating  $50. 

Thompson  has  thus  far  incurred  over  $90,000  in  legal 
costs. 

Books,  videos  and  films 

Thompson  and  Andrzejewski  have  written  seven 
chapters  of  a  book  they  hope  to  have  published.  The  book  is 
Thompson  and  Kowalski’s  story  and  an  educational  book 
about  how  “sexism,  homophobia  and  handicappism  are  in¬ 
tertwined,”  said  Thompson. 

Four  Boston  women  are  working  on  a  video  of  Thomp¬ 
son.  According  to  Kiki  Zeldes,  the  producer  of  the  video,  it 
will  be  an  ‘ ‘educational  piece.  ’ ’  Zeldes  hopes  it  will  be  a  way 
to  allevaite  some  of  the  pressure  on  Thompson,  by  creating  a 
vehicle  for  educating  people  while  minimizing  the  amount 
of  traveling  Thompson  has  to  do.  The  video  may  be  com- 

Continued  on  page  12 


Les/Gay  Groups  Join  New  York  Protest 


By  Bob  Lederer 

NEW  YORK  —  On  December 
27,  over  2,000  people,  most  of  them 
Black,  marched  through  the  nearly 
all-white  Howard  Beach  neighbor¬ 
hood  in  Queens  to  protest  the 
beatings  of  two  Black  men  and  the 
killing  of  another.  The  march  was 
called  by  a  broad  coalition  of 
Black,  Latino,  church,  labor,  left 
and  gay  groups  in  the  wake  of  the 
December  20  attack  which  left 
Michael  Griffith  dead. 

Three  white  teenagers  have  been 
charged  with  reckless  endanger- 
ment  in  the  case,  although  wit¬ 
nesses  report  over  a  dozen  people 


were  involved.  Cedric  Sandiford 
and  Timothy  Grimes,  lawyers  for 
the  two  men  who  survived  the 
beatings,  have  charged  that 
massive  police  cover-up  has  shield¬ 
ed  the  real  perpetraters  from 
murder  charges. 

A  contingent  of  about  50  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  participated  in 
the  march.  Among  the  gay  groups 
represented  were  the  Coalition  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  Lavender 
Hill  Mob,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Net¬ 
work  of  Mobilization  for  Survival,, 
and  DAFFODIL  (Dykes  and  Fags 
Fighting  in  Our  Own  Defense  and 


for  International  Liberation). 

Protesters  marched  from  the 
pizza  parlor  where  the  attack 
began  to  the  high  school  the  white 
defendants  attended  and  then  to 
the  police  headquarters  charged 
with  the  cover-up.  As  the  march 
began,  a  group  of  over  200  white 
neighborhood  residents  screamed 
epithets,  including  “Animals,  go 
home!”  They  greeted  the  les¬ 
bian/gay  contingent  with  yells  of 
“AIDS!  AIDS!  AIDS!”  Although 
there  were  shouting  matches  and  a 
few  scuffles  between  protesters 
and  counter-protesters,  no  one 


was  injured. 

In  the  last  few  weeks,  there  have 
been  numerous  rallies,  demonstra¬ 
tions  and  press  conferences  by 
Black  groups  demanding  justice  in 
the  case  and  an  end  to  racist  at¬ 
tacks.  Activists  say  that  the 
Howard  Beach  incident  is  only  the 
latest  in  a  long  line  of  unpunished 
murders  of  Black  and  Latino  peo¬ 
ple  by  both  white  police  and  white 
“civilians.”  Black  lawyers  Alton 
Maddox  and  C.  Vernon  Mason 
who  represent  Sandiford  and 
Grimes,  have  gone  on  the  offen¬ 
sive,  demanding  a  special  pro¬ 


secutor  and  supporting  Sandiford 
in  refusing  to  cooperate  with  the 
state  in  a  “continuing  cover-up.” 
In  turn,  city  and  state  officials 
have  attacked  the  two  human 
rights  lawyers  for  allegedly 
“obstructing  the  investigation.” 

Several  Black  groups  have  called 
a  January  21  boycott  of  white  bus¬ 
inesses  throughout  New  York  City 
to  demand  justice  in  the  case.  They 
are  also  leading  a  boycott  of  the 
white-controlled  media,  which 
they  charge  has  engaged  in  willful¬ 
ly  inaccurate  and  racist  coverage 
of  the  case. 
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Speaking  Out - — — ^ - 

Black  History  Month 

February  is  Black  History  Month  and  GCN  plans  to  devote  much  of  the 
month  to  articles  by  and  about  Black  gay  men  and  lesbians.  If  you  are  interested 
in  writing  for  us,  or  have  suggestions  about  writers  or  stories,  please  call  (617) 
426-4469  a.  s.  a.  p.  For  Speaking  Out  submissions,  contact  Laurie  Sherman; 
for  news  stories/analyses,  call  Stephanie  Poggi;  and  for  features  stories,  con¬ 
tact  Loie  Hayes.  We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


Under  18?  Go  Away! 

By  Justin  Walker 


Same-gender-orienled  (s.g.o.)  kids  are  a  part  of  the  s.g.o.  family  and  community,  yet  we 
are  denied  membership  and  participation  in  the  activities  of  some  of  the  major  gay  organiza¬ 
tions  around.  We  are  kept  in  sort  of  a  gay  “kiddy  camp,”  usually  run  by  grownups  who  are 
self-appointed  “protectors.”  GAANJ  (Gay  Activist  Alliance  of  NJ)  runs  an  ad  in  the  local 
papers  that  specifies  “18  and  older”  for  prospective  members.  SAGE  (Senior  Action  in  a 
Gay  Environment)  wants  “19  and  above.”  Same  with  some  groups  of  “friends  and 
buddies”  of  people  with  AIDS. 

My  first  reaction  was  “well,  if  you  don’t  want  us,  then  we  don’t  need  you!”  Sort  of  a 
“reject  ’em  first  before  they  can  reject  you”  philosophy.  As  s.g.o.  kids,  we  get  too  much  re¬ 
jection  as  it  is,  but  this  returned  spite  attitude  is  no  way  to  go. 

But  even  if  we  wanted  to  join  GAANJ,  or  any  of  the  other  support  groups,  we  would 
still  be  barred.  My  mentor  says  it’s  not  necessarily  rejection  just  because  we’re  seen  as  “too 
young”  (therefore  too  irresponsible  and  immature),  but  it’s  because  they  are  afraid  of  the 
laws.  What  laws?!?  Is  there  a  specific  law  that  forbids  our  presence?  “No,”  he  said,  “but 
there  are  laws  on  the  books  that  can  easily  be  stretched  and  bent  to  cause  them  trouble.” 

Knowing  the  attitude  of  society,  especially  recently,  he’s  right.  But,  unfortunately,  the 
grownups  are  knuckling  under  to  this  ignorant,  bullying  &  bigoted  attitude  of  the  straight 
society.  Instead  of  fighting  back,  they  are  taking  the  easy  way  out  and  sacrificing  gay  identi¬ 
ty,  pride,  and  community  spirit  to  the  bone  heap.  In  essence,  they  are  agreeing  that  the 
opposite-gender-oriented  (o.g.o.)  community  is  the  only  one  that  can  be  trusted  with  kids. 
(WEIRD,  since  there  are  far  more  o.g.o.  adults  and  o.g.o.  kids  out  there,  and  infinitely 
more  o.g.o.  abusers,  too!) 

Does  straight  society  have  any  idea  of  how  harmful  age  ghettos  are  to  s.g.o.  kids?!? 
(Dumb  question!  The  o.g.o.  society  hasn’t  even  admitted  that  there  are  s.g.o.  kids.  We’re 
just  “confused  about  our  sexuality.”)  Does  the  adult  s.g.o.  community  realize  the  loss  and 
abandonment  they  are  causing  us  to  feel?!? 

Same-gender-orientation  is  found  in  every  society,  throughout  history.  Where  ac¬ 
cepted,  it  is  a  living,  evolving  culture,  just  like  any  other  culture,  with  its  traditions, 
folkways,  history,  and  feeling  of  community  identity  and  togetherness  down  through  the 
generations.  When  “civilizations”  are  homophobic,  homosexuality  doesn’t  go  away;  but 
the  s.g.o.  culture  is  shattered,  the  members  of  the  community  have  to  continually  re-invent  a 
community  with  every  generation.  We  are  always  divided  and,  as  such,  weak,  even  as  a 
whole  little  society. 

When  a  gay  kid  can  make  a  link  with  gay  grownups,  it  is  utterly  awesome.  I  know.  I  did 
it,  in  spite  of  the  fear  of  the  laws  or  society’s  stupid  attitude  in  general.  When  1  was  10  years 
old  I  found  a  little  gay  bookstore  (non-“adult”).  The  owner  was  a  pillar  in  the  s.g.o.  com¬ 
munity  (I  didn’t  even  know  we  had  a  community!)  and  had  totally  dedicated  his  life  to  the 
s.g.o.  “family.”  1  was  allowed  to  participate  freely  in  many  of  the  social  and  political  func- 


Community  Voices 


march  demands 
unrealistic 

Dear  GCN: 

First,  1  congratulate  Bob  Lederer  for  his  ex¬ 
cellent  report  on  the  March  on  Washington  for 
Lesbian/Gay  Rights. 

Second,  Lederer ’s  report  makes  it  clear  that 
many  of  the  organizers  need  a  healthy  dose  of 
reality  if  they  want  to  have  a  successful  march. 
The  demands  for  gender  parity  and  quota  for 
people  of  color  are  totally  unrealistic.  What  if  on¬ 
ly  25,000  women  out  of  100,000  people  of  color 
show  up?  Do  the  organizers  tell  the  “extras”  to 
go  home? 

The  Washington  Blade  announced  the  Mid- 
Atlantic  Regional  Conference  for  the  march  and 
said  that  delegations  to  the  conference  had  to 
have  gender  parity  and  25  percent  representation 
of  people  of  color.  As  president  of  the  Arlington 
Virginia  Gay  Alliance  (AVGA),  1  thought  we 
ought  to  attend.  Having  a  presence  at  the  con¬ 
ference,  however,  means  finding  people  who  are 
interested  and  have  the  time  to  go.  Since  that  task 
would  be  hard  enough,  1  knew  that  reaching 
anything  close  to  the  quota  requirements  was  im¬ 
possible. 

So,  AVGA  will  not  be  at  the  conference  —  an 
early  victim  of  the  organizers  lack  of  touch  with 
reality.  It’s  sad  too.  Arlington  lies  across  the 
Potomac  from  Washington,  and  many  of  our 
members  would  probably  open  their  homes  to 
folks  from  New  York  and  Los  Angeles. 

Finally,  why  is  it  that  our  marches  always  have 
to  be  multi-issue  marches?  Since  1  live  in  the 
Washington  area,  1  see  many  protests  by  different 
progressive  groups.  Few  make  any  attempt  to 
have  any  visible  lesbian/gay  presence.  After  all, 
gay  issues  are  too  divisive  or  not  important 
enough  —  they’re  only  lifestyle  politics,  secon¬ 
dary  social  issues,  or  bourgeois  concerns. 

If  the  unions,  the  anti-nukers,  the  environmen¬ 
talists,  and  the  heavenly  host  of  far-left  groups, 
whose  shades  of  ideology  defy  understanding, 
want  to  come  to  our  march,  we  should  welcome 
them  as  long  as  they  support  our  issues.  If  they 
want  to  march  about  other  issues,  they  can 
organize  their  own  march. 

Sincerely, 

Marshall  McClintock 
Arlington,  VA 


how  they  ‘get  even’ 
when  we’re  happy 

Dear  GCN: 

This  letter  is  in  reply  to  the  letter  from  Willie 
Rice  (“  '/2  of  the  administration  is  gay  or  has  a  bad 
sex  life”).  1  for  one  believe  it  is  true!  1  was 
separated  from  my  lover  (a  year  ago!)  and  have 
been  shifted  around  by  an  institution  which  is  so 
against  the  brother/sisterhood  of  affection  that  if 
two  lovers  are  caught  in  the  same  cell  together 
(they  don’t  even  have  to  be  having  sex!),  they  get 
locked  up  in  isolation.  That  is  how  the  ad¬ 
ministration  gets  even  for  our  being  happy. 

This  system  has  a  standing  policy  that  prevents 
prisoners  from  writing  each  other  (once  they’ve 
been  separated,  for  example),  so  Mike  and  I 
haven’t  even  been  allowed  that  kind  of  contact. 
This  kind  of  treatment  is  very  conducive  to  an 
1-don’t-give-a-fuck  attitude. 

If  you  see  this  Mike,  1  still  love  yal! 

Frank  Wade 
064304  —  No.  700 
1150SW  Allapattah  Rd. 

Indiantown,  FL  33456 


bravo  miss  thing! 

Dear  GCN: 

Bravo  to  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves!  Bravo  Miss 
Thing! 

For  years  1  have  enjoyed  reading  GCN  and  I 
respect  its  commitment  to  activism,  debate  and 
human  liberation.  I  will  enjoy  it  much  more  in  the 
future  if  you  all  take  to  heart  the  criticisms  and 
suggestions  made  in  Marcos’  article  (Dec.  7-13). 

By  the  way,  who  is  your  copy  editor  trying  to 
impress?  Is  the  same  person  who  changed  “blow 
job”  to  “fellatio”  responsible  for  the  line  that 

“BLGPA  is  sponsoring  a  series  of  fora _ ”? 

Fora? !  This  may  seem  cutely  correct  to  your  read¬ 
ers  who  speak  Latin,  but  for  most  of  us  it’s  just  an 
obstacle  to  clear  communication.  If  you  meant  to 
say  forums  (which  is  perfectly  good  English 
usage)  then  why  not  say  so?  Is  this  another  exam¬ 
ple  of  “professionalism”  run  amok? 

Franz  Martin 
Los  Angeles,  CA 


lions  of  our  community! 

1  put  up  posters  for  events  and  functions  (even  for  Barnum  and  Bailey  Circus’  Gay 
Night  show).  I  attended  poetry  readings  and  lectures  and  literary  gatherings  where  I  met 
famous  gay  authors  (and  I  have  their  autographs  on  my  copies  of  their  books).  I  helped 
video-tape  gay  and  lesbian  choruses  for  TV  shows.  I  helped  with  restorations  of  historical 
houses  in  inner  city  projects  where  s.g.o.s  are  homesteading. 

At  the  book  store  1  could  read  about  —  and  sit  and  listen  to  the  adults  talk  about  —  gay 
history,  and  famous  men  and  women  throughout  history  who  were  s.g.o.  There  were  fan¬ 
tastically  interesting  discussions  on  religion,  on  traditions,  on  gayness  in  other  civilizations 
—  even  on  how  to  spot  “under  the  cover”  gay  themes  in  movies  and  TV  shows.  (Practically 
all  “effete”  characters  are  villians,  by  the  way.  Blank  you,  Hollywood!!) 

I  could  listen  to  gay  men  talk  about  real  relationships,  instead  of  hearing  the  occasional 
“professional”  on  TV  dooming  us  all  to  “shallow,”  short-lived,  and  basically  loveless  rela¬ 
tionships  when  we  grew  up.  The  truth  of  these  real  relationships  is  a  lot  different  and  totally 
more  positive  and  hopeful  than  what  the  “professionals”  say,  for  sure!  But  if  I  hadn’t 
broken  through  the  age  ghetto  walls  I  would  have  been  like  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
s.g.o.  kids  out  there  believing  that  being  gay  means  a  lonely,  bleak  existence. 

I  learned  that  there  is  a  network  of  s.g.o.  services  —  there  are  s.g.o.  lawyers,  doctors, 
dentists,  even  mechanics.  There  are  large  support  systems  out  there  —  but  only  for  the 
grownups.  The  kids  are  kept  ignorant  in  our  little  “kiddy  camps”  unless  we  fight  against  our 
cages  and  are  lucky  enough  to  find  a  sponsor  or  a  mentor  (or  both)  who  is  brave  and  em¬ 
phatic  enough  to  let  us  in  the  “family.” 

Come  on,  GAANJ,  and  SAGE,  and  “Buddies”  of  people  with  AIDS,  let  us  in!!  You 
are  our  future;  you  have  experiences  and  stories  and  histories  and  truths  we  need  to  know! 
We  need  to  be  in  the  struggle  with  you!  We  need  to  be  able  to  relate  with  our  s.g.o.  senior 
citizens,  with  our  people  stricken  with  AIDS;  we  need  to  learn  responsibilities  and  to  express 
our  caring  and  desire  to  help.  We  need  to  be  in  OUR  community,  too!! 

Justin  Walker  is  a  same-gender-oriented  kid  from  New  Jersey. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective  reserves  the 
right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.”  The  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  in  ‘‘Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 


What’s  the  best  way  to  share 
some  holiday  cheer  and  celebrate 
your  community? 

A  GCN  Gift  Subscription! 


GayCommunity  News 
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Mila  Aguilar 
and  the  Philippines: 

Where  Words  Are  Crimes  and 
Poets  Are  Prisoners 


Now  until  January  30  you 
can  give  your  lover, 
friends,  family, 
or  yourself  a  new 
subscription  or  renewal  at 
up  to  60%  off  the  regular 
low  cost. 


Spread  the  news:  give  them  GCN  — 
the  nation’s  oldest  and  most  respected 
lesbian  &  gay  newsweekly. 

Turn  to  the  back  cover  for 
details  and  order  forms. 
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I  GCN  lOB  OPENINGS  I 

y  GCN  is  seeking  a  CIRCULATION  MANAGER/STAFF  WRITER  and  an| 
SaRT  director,  beginning  1/87-3/87.  ^ 

^CIRCULATION  MANAGER/STAFF  WRITER  g 

C  !> 

S  Research  and  write  news  stories  of  interest  to  national  readership.  Coordinate^ 
S  weekly  mailing  of  paper  by  volunteers,  process  subs  and  renewals.  Requires^ 
>  writing  skills  and  ability  to  work  with  deadlines,  interpersonal,  organizational^ 

4  and  record-keeping  skill.  Knowledge  of  data  entry  and/or  computers  helpful. & 

gART  DIRECTOR  ^ 

^Establish  overall  design  of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the  layout  andt 

g  proofreading  functions  on  production  night.  Design  (or  assign  to  volunteer  ar-& 
g lists)  front  cover,  centerspread  artwork/layout,  and  book  supplement^ 
^graphics,  as  well  as  promotional  brochures,  leaflets,  etc.  Requires  strongs 
^graphic  design/art  skills.  Familiarity  with  type  specifications,  knowledge  of^ 
§  printing  techniques  and  previous  related  experience  preferred.  ^ 

g  Positions  require  familiarity  with  gay  and  lesbian  community;  commit-^ 
^ment  to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  and  collective^ 
^decision-making;  and  an  awareness  of  class  issues.  c= 

g  All  CCN  staff  members  receive  $180/week  plus  4  weeks  paid  vacation, o 
^complete  health/life  insurance  and  sick  leave.  CCN  also  offers  staff  members^ 
<]a  flexible,  non-hierarchical  work  setting,  with  room  for  independence  and  in-t 
^  novation.  ^ 

5  Send  resumes  to  CCN  Job  Search,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA^ 

302111.  g 

^  Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  particularly  encouraged  to  apply.  s 

6  Application  deadline  for  both  jobs  is  February  15.  g 


criticize  the  u.s.,  not  nicaragua 


Dear  GCN 

Recent  letters  to  GCN  criticizing  my  piece  on 
Maxine  Shaw  and  gay  Nicaraguans  raise  serious 
issues  for  lesbian/gay  activists  to  ponder.  Before 
addressing  the  political  questions  involved,  it  is 
first  necessary  to  dispose  of  some  of  the  more  ob¬ 
vious  errors  made  by  Scott  Tucker,  Marshall  Mc- 
Clintock,  and  Allen  Young. 

For  instance,  Marshall  McClintock  asks  why 
we  all  don’t  hop  on  a  plane  and  go  to  Havana  if  it 
is  such  a  gay  Mecca?  One  reason  why  we  couldn’t 
do  that  is  the  same  reason  why  gay  people  can’t 
freely  immigrate  to  the  U.  S.  —  our  State  Depart¬ 
ment  forbids  it.  Direct  travel  to  Nicaragua  is  also 
proscribed.  However,  many  lesbians  and  gay  men 
have  and  do  travel  regularly  to  Cuba  as  part  of  the 
Venceremos  Brigade.  Incidentally,  the  National 
Venceremos  Brigade  in  its  public  literature  comes 
out  for  an  end  to  gay  discrimination.  This  recent 
development  is  undoubtedly  the  result  of  com¬ 
munication,  comradely  struggle,  and  the  capacity 
to  work  through  contradictions.  This  approach 
has  been  undertaken  by  groups  such  as  the  All 
Peoples  Congress  and  GALA  (Gay  and  Lesbian 
Activists  of  Western  Ma.).  The  last  group  for 
years  maintained  important  political  relations 
with  the  Venceremos  Brigade  and  worked  with 
their  staff  in  coalitions.  When  lesbians  were  being 
harassed  by  the  FBI  (along  with  Puerto  Rican  ac¬ 
tivists)  we  worked  together  on  a  Grand  Jury 
Abuse/FBI  Project  —  to  protect  all  our  com¬ 
munities.  Similarly,  GALA,  the  Venceremos 
Brigade,  and  the  American  Friends  Service  Com¬ 
mittee  jointly  initiated  the  Western  Ma.  Pledge  of 
Resistance.  The  Venceremos  Brigade  endorsed 
the  very  first  gay  liberation  march  in  Western 
Ma.,  which  we  organized  in  1982.  Those  of  us 
engaged  in  coalition  work  are  proud  of  this  work. 

Scott  Tucker  calls  it  “unfortunate”  that  the 
Sandinistas  have  closed  “La  Prensa”  and  sees 
this  as  evidence  of  the  authoritarian  nature  of 
their  government.  As  a  vehicle  funded  by  the 
CIA’s  National  Endowment  for  Democracy  and 
which  supports  the  U.  S.-funded,  ex-Somoza 
contras,  one  is  hard-pressed  to  deem  its  closing 
“unfortunate.”  Just  how  long  do  you  think  the 
U.  S.  government  would  allow  a  newspaper  to 
publish  here  if  it  was  funded  by  a  foreign  govern¬ 
ment  which  was  also  responsible  for  the  murder 
of  250,000  U.  S.  citizens  (the  U.  S.  equivalent  of 
the  over  3,000  Nicaraguans  slaughtered  by  the 
contras)?  The  Sandinistas  demonstrated 
monumental  patience  with  “La  Prensa”  by  let¬ 
ting  it  do  as  much  harm  as  it  did  for  as  long  as  it 
did. 

Last  year  the  Nicaraguan  Foreign  Minister 
while  in  San  Francisco  came  out  publicly  against 
lesbian/gay  oppression.  There  have  also  been 
positive  statements  in  the  pages  of  Barricada,  the 
official  FSLN  newspaper.  But  more  impKjrtantly, 
there  are  no  anti-gay  laws  in  Nicaragua;  people 
are  not  losing  their  jobs,  their  children  and  foster 
children;  gay  pieople  are  not  being  beaten  up  in 
the  streets  as  they  are  in  the  U.  S.  The  record  of 
the  two  governments  is  as  dissimilar  as  their 
foreign  p>olicies. 

Tucker’s  charge,  that  the  Sandinistas  are  not 
sufficiently  pro-gay,  is  both  untrue  and  arrogant. 
There  is  an  extreme  state  of  emergency  in  Nic¬ 
aragua  because  of  contra  murders  of  women, 
children,  doctors,  and  other  citizens.  These 
murders  are  paid  for  by  the  same  Reagan  budget 
which  last  year  sought  to  cut  AIDS  funding  and 
by  the  same  government  whose  Justice  Dept,  at¬ 
tacks  AIDS  discrimination  complaints.  Contra 
rifles  are  paid  for  by  other  enemies  of  all  gay  j)eo- 


ple  like  Joe  Coors  and  the  anti-semitic  World 
Anti-Communist  League. 

In  this  firestorm  of  national  suffering  in  a  small 
third  world  country,  the  Nicaraguan  government 
has  still  been  able  to  find  the  political  room  to 
adopt  a  position  on  gay  rights  which  is  more  pro¬ 
gressive  than  that  of  any  other  nation  in  Central 
America.  This  accomplishment  is  undertaken  in 
the  face  of  the  reactionary  Roman  Catholic 
Church  hierarchy  as  well. 

But  let  us  examine  Tucker’s  position  when 
taken  to  its  logical  ends.  The  gay  community 
should  be  disenchanted  with  Nicaragua  artd 
withhold  support  until  such  time  as  it  satisfies 
Scott  Tucker’s  mental  image  for  gay  rights  (a 
standard  which  would,  by  the  way,  exceed  that  of 
any  declaration  by  our  own  government).  While 
we  are  waiting,  contra  murders  continue,  the 
economy  is  destablized  and  so  on.  No  thank  you. 
The  lesbian/gay  community  has  rightly  preferred 
to  act  to  help  the  Nicaraguans  in  their  time  of 
need.  As  the  Western  Ma.  representative  of 
CISPES  and  the  National  Network  in  Solidarity 
with  the  Nicaraguan  People  (NNSNP)  from 
1983-1985, 1  helped  to  organize  many  in  our  com¬ 
munity  to  go  on  work  brigades  in  Nicaragua.  The 
lesbian/gay  community  raised  the  money  for  my 
trip  there  to  deliver  solidarity  messages  and 
humanitarian  aid  to  those  in  need  from  and  in  the 
name  of  the  gay  community.  The  same  was  true 
for  Maxine  Shaw  and  many  others.  It  is  baffling 
to  me  how  such  behavior  can  cause  Scott  Tucker’s 
heart  to  sink.  It  is  not  diminishing  of  lesbian/gay 
liberation  work  to  have  the  capacity  to  do 
solidarity  work;  rather,  it  is  our  hallmark. 

Finally,  the  first-hand  accounts  of  Nicaraguan 
gay  p)eople  themselves,  their  murders  by  contras 
which  we  have  documented,  their  conceptualiza¬ 
tion  of  their  struggles,  etc.,  were  not  considered 
important  or  revealing  by  our  critics.  Why  not? 
These  critics  accuse  us  of  hiding  behind  a 
“cultural  imperialism”  analysis,  but  they  con¬ 
tinue  to  evaluate  the  actions  of  the  Nicaraguan 
Government,  not  on  the  basis  of  the  needs  of 
Nicaraguan  gay  people  as  they  themselves  would 
determine,  taking  into  account  the  conditions 
they  face,  but,  rather,  on  the  critics’  model  of 
North  American  gay  rights  struggle.  Have  our 
critics  forgotten  that  it  is,  after  all,  our  govern¬ 
ment  which  is  dynamiting  hospitals,  blowing  the 
legs  off  of  school  children,  and  disemboweling 
peasant  farmers?  It  is  our  duty,  as  progressive  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  people  to  oppose  this  slaughter. 
There  was  not  a  shred  of  criticism  of  what  our 
government  is  doing  from  these  critics,  only  at¬ 
tacks  on  the  Nicaraguan  government  and  people 
whose  only  crime  is  that  they  are  exercising  their 
right  of  self-determination  to  restructure  their 
country  in  the  interests  of  poor  and  working  peo¬ 
ple. 

Hundreds  of  internationalist  lesbian  and  gay 
people  have  given  labor  and  material  support  to 
Nicaragua  by  venturing  there.  This  solidarity 
work  is  the  living  statement  of  rank  and  file  gay 
people  and  represents  what  our  community 
believes.  No  criticism  which  discourages  this 
work  can  change  our  commitment. 

Instead  of  dictating  what  Nicaraguan  gays 
should  do  and  how  they  should  do  it,  we  should 
be  intensifying  our  struggle  here  at  home  to  fight 
lesbian/gay  oppression  here  as  well  as  all  other 
oppressions. 

Gerry  Scoppettuolo 
All  Peoples  Congress 
Boston,  MA 


proper  credit  for 
safer  sex  work 

Dear  GCN: 

It  was  very  nice  to  see  E.  G.  Martin’s  article 
about  the  workshop  which  Michael  Shernoff  and 
1  led  at  the  Arlington  Street  Church.  The 
workshop,  entitled  “Hot,  Horny,  &  Healthy; 
Eroticizing  Safer  Sex”  was  sponsored  by  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  with  the  intent  of  help¬ 
ing  Boston’s  Gay  Community  not  only  learn 
about  AIDS  prevention,  but  fit  it  happily  and 
creatively  into  our  lives.  The  article  was  not  only 
personally  gratifying,  but  will,  1  hope,  encourage 
readers  to  attend  future  workshops. 

I  would  like  to  correct  one  error  in  the  article, 
however,  which  stated  that  “Whyte  was  the  prin¬ 
cipal  architect  of  the  program.”  Michael  Sher¬ 
noff  and  I  have  been  sharing  our  ideas  on  safer 
sex  education  for  some  years  now,  and  have  a 
similar  philosophy  that  a  key  ingredient  is  learn¬ 
ing  to  enjoy  safer  sex.  The  curriculum  used  in  this 
particular  workshop,  however,  was  written  by 
Luis  Palacios-Jiminez  and  Michael  Shernoff  for 
the  Department  of  Education,  Gay  Men’s  Health 
Crisis,  in  New  York.  It  is  a  very  creative  design 
and  its  authors  deserve  a  great  deal  of  credit. 
Yours  truly, 

John  Whyte 
Boston,  MA 

for  real  gays 
have  differences, 
but  share  gen 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  very  sorry  that  this  mess  isn’t  typed  but 
typewriters  are  contraband  here.  Also  1  apologize 
for  the  spelling.  Dictionaries  have  to  be  sent  by 
the  publisher  to  receive  them,  and  you  can  im¬ 
agine  how  many  publishers  are  sending  dic¬ 
tionaries  into  prisons. 

1  want  to  thank  you  for  just  being  GCN.  Your 
paper  has  given  me  inspiration  when  the  going  has 
gotten  rough.  I  have  been  getting  old  papers  from 
a  girl  who  had  a  stash  of  them.  The  person  was 
receiving  them  was  transferred  so  my  sister  and  1 
are  hoping  I’ll  be  able  to  get  a  sub.  The  honest  gay 
population  here  at  Max  is  small  and  though  a  lot 
of  the  for  real  homosexuals  have  differences, 
some  major,  when  it  comes  to  GCN  the  paper  is 
shared  without  any  prejustice  or  hangups.  Too 
bad  the  other  areas  of  our  lives  couldn’t  be  as 
easy. 

This  is  a  letter  I  wrote  to  myself  a  few  days 
before  I  tried  to  kill  myself  a  few  months  ago.  It  is 
not  so  much  a  suicide  but  more  of  a  reallisation,  a 
new  awareness.  A  feeling  that  I  lost  my  in¬ 
nocence,  that  trusting,  hopeful  part  of  you  that 
let’s  you  put  the  insane  indifference  of  the  world 
behind  you  and  go  on  with  your  life.  It  was 
something  I  felt  had  to  be  recorded. 

AH  my  life  society  has  said  that  my  personality 
is  one  of  a  antisocial  nature.  I  never  believed  that 
before,  but  I  do  now.  This  is  the  only  way  a  sen¬ 
sitive  feeling  human  being  can  be  (antisocial). 

At  this  point  I  live  in  a  microcossum  (prison) 
that  contains  Just  about  every  cross  section  of 
society,  to  speak  of. 

The  main  thing  I’ve  learned  (the  hard  way)  be¬ 
ing  in  this  place  is  how  insensitive,  greedy,  self- 
serving  and  paranoid  people  can  become  in  and 
around  these  cages.  People  behind  the  front  of 
false  pride,  overblown  ego  and  unjustifyed  hate, 
hate  so  strong  you  can  feel  it,  four  feet  away,  see 
it  in  their  eyes.  It  penetrates  you  and  makes  you 
shiver. 

I  have  tried  by  talking,  by  example,  to  let  go  of 
my  response  to  this  hate  and  Jealousy,  which  is 
more  hate  and  Jealousy.  But  it  seems  useless.  I 
never  thought  I  could  be  infected  by  this,  but  I 
am.  I  can  see  it  when  I  look  in  the  mirror. 
Especially  when  I  think  of  the  guard  who  raped 
me  and  had  his  inmate  buddies  cover  for  him;  and 
when  the  captain  beat  me  while  I  had  handcuffs 
on  and  all  I  asked  for  was  to  be  treated  fairly  and 
not  singled  out  because  I  am  a  open  homosexual; 
and  the  list  could  go  on.  Now  that  I  see  that  hate 
in  my  eyes.  I'm  ashamed  by  it. 

Life  is  a  risk  and  to  be  really  able  to  live  and  en¬ 
joy  there  have  to  be  risks.  But  I’m  not  going  to 
lake  risks  against  a  stacked  deck. 

My  name  (gay)  is  Crystal  Rai  and  I’m  serving 
time  for  forgery  of  doctors  prescriptions.  I’m  in 
max  because  of  my  suicide  attempt  Oumping  off 
the  third  tier  of  the  cell  block  I  was  in).  Right  now 
1  could  really  use  some  friends.  (Prisoners  can’t 
write  officially,  but  they  don’t  always  check,  so 
take  a  chance  if  ya  want.)  I’ll  write  back  I  pro¬ 
mise. 

Alexander  Hanna 
83899 

Tucker  Max.  Sec.  (6-17) 

Tucker,  AR  72168 


CC'.V  prints  all  letters  to  the  editor  except 
personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  letters  sent 
elsewhere  are  only  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  I^etters  should  be  TYPFT)  and 
UOL'Bl.KSPACKI)  and  limited  to  five  typed 
pages.  Send  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  021 1 1. 
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Discriminatory  foster  care  questionnaire  also  used  for  adoption  applicants 

Gay  Adoptions  Threatened  by  Foster  Policy 


By  Art  Cohen 
A  new  application  form  now  be¬ 
ing  used  by  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Social  Services 
(DSS)  could  make  it  more  difficult 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men  to  adopt 
children  in  this  state.  The  form, 
which  includes  a  question  about 
sexual  preference,  will  be  used  by 
both  prospective  foster  and  adop¬ 
tive  parents,  even  though  adoptive 
parents  do  not  have  to  be  asked. 

The  very  restrictive  rules  which 
govern  the  placement  of  children 


in  foster  care  in  this  state  require 
that  social  workers  ask  applicants 
about  their  sexual  preference. 
Because  the  rules  spell  out  a 
hierarchy  of  “appropriate”  place¬ 
ments,  with  relatives  and  two- 
parent  families  at  the  top  of  the  list 
and  lesbians  and  gay  men  at  the 
bottom,  we  have  been  effectively 
excluded  from  becoming  foster 
parents. 

But  no  such  rules  exist  for  pro¬ 
spective  adoptive  parents.  Accor¬ 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St..  Brookline,  MA 


ding  to  Martha  Larabee  of  the 
Department  of  Social  Services, 
procedures  do  not  require  social 
workers  to  ask  about  sexual 
preference  when  preparing  the 
home  study  of  an  applicant  and 
there  are  no  specific  rules  about 
how  sexual  preference,  if  it  is 
known,  should  be  considered 
when  making  a  placement. 

Larabee  says  that  sexual  pref¬ 
erence  is  in  no  way  a  barrier  to 
adoption  as  far  as  the  Department 
is  concerned.  She  says  social 
workers  are  guided  in  their  place¬ 
ment  decisions  by  professional  ex¬ 
perience  and  the  broad  mandate  to 
do  what  is  best  for  each  individual 
child,  and  that,  she  says,  includes 
the  possibility  of  placement  with  a 
lesbian  or  gay  adult. 

Observors  of  the  adoption  pro¬ 
cedures  in  the  state  warn  howe^r, 
that  homophobia  can  and  does 
prevent  adoptions.  Attorneys  who 
have  represented  gay  people  in 
adoption  and  custody  matters 
counsel  people  to  try  to  keep  in¬ 
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formation  about  sexual  preference 
out  of  the  home  study. 

The  home  study  is  a  key  docu¬ 
ment  that  spells  out  your  fitness  as 
a  parent  and  places  whatever  limits 
there  will  be  on  your  ability  to 
adopt.  Although  the  home  study  is 
prepared  by  the  agency  to  which 
you  first  apply,  it  is  also  used  by 
other  agencies  which  have  pro¬ 
spective  children  for  placement. 

For  this  reason,  adoption  ex¬ 
perts  place  a  premium  on  keeping 
sexual  preference  out  of  the  docu¬ 
ment.  Even  if  a  social  worker  is  en¬ 
thusiastic  about  an  adoption  it  can 
always  by  stopped  by  someone  else 
who  objects  to  such  placements  or 
by  a  homophobic  judge.  (The 
courts  have  final  approval  over  all 
adoption  cases.) 

According  to  attorney  Nancy 
Coleman,  some  social  workers 
don’t  ask  about  sexual  preference. 
It  is  also  possible,  through  net¬ 
working,  to  find  social  workers 
who  know  not  to  ask.  If  you  are 
not  asked  you  are  not  required  to 
volunteer  the  information.  If  they 
ask  however,  you  must  answer  the 
question  accurately.  Otherwise 
you  could  be  charged  with  fraud  at 
a  later  time  and  have  your  child 
taken  away. 

The  new  application  form  will 
make  it  more  difficult  for  people 
to  keep  this  information  out  of 
home  studies.  Applicants  con¬ 
fronted  with  the  form  will  either 
have  to  answer  the  question  or  find 
a  way  to  explain  why  they  are  not 
answering  it.  It  is  too  early  to  say 
how  many  private  agencies  will  use 
the  new  DSS  application  form. 


There  are  examples  of  lesbian 
and  gay  people  who  have  suc¬ 
cessfully  adopted  children  in 
Massachusetts,  although  statistics 
about  the  number  of  such  adop¬ 
tions  do  not  seem  to  exist.  These 
adoptions  are  almost  always 
treated  as  single  parent  adoptions, 
even  though  a  couple  with  a  long¬ 
term,  stable  relationship  might  be 
involved  (this  is  also  true  for  un¬ 
married  straight  applicants  in  a 
couple  relationship). 

Representatives  of  the  single 
parents  adoption  group  SPACE, 
say  that  some  prejudice  remains 
against  all  single  parent  adoptions. 
White  infants  and  young  white 
children  are  in  greatest  demand 
and  heterosexual,  two-parent  fam¬ 
ilies  seem  to  have  the  edge  on  these 
children.  The  more  difficult  a 
child  is  to  place  the  easier  it  is  for  a 
single  parent  or  openly  gay  parent 
to  adopt.  Older  children  and  han¬ 
dicapped  children  are  among  the 
most  difficult  to  place. 

It  is  also  possible  to  adopt 
children  from  some  foreign  coun¬ 
tries.  These  adoptions  can  be  more 
expensive,  expecially  if  they  re¬ 
quire  travel,  but  it  is  sometimes 
easier  to  adopt  younger  children 
and  even  infants  this  way.  Each 
country  has  its  own  restrictions 
and  requirements  regarding  sexual 
preference.  Again,  applicants 
must  use  informal  networks  to 
find  an  agency  that  will  be 
helpful. 
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''Sex  and  Politics"^  theme  brings  gay  and  feminist  titles  to  foreground 

Fassbinder,  Von  Trotta  Highlight  German  Fest 


By  Michael  Bronski 

Film  festivals  are  notorious  for 
not  being  very  successful.  True, 
the  Science  Fiction  Festival,  once 
at  the  Welles  and  now  at  the 
Somerville,  always  makes  money 
because  there  is  a  die-hard  SF 
crowd.  And  all  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Festivals  —  and  there  are 
rumors  of  one  hosted  by  USA 
Cinemas  this  year  —  do  well 
because  there  is  a  target  audience 
who  is  hungry  for  any  and  all  films 
of  the  subject.  But  even  festivals  of 
classic  movies  —  such  as  the  Brat¬ 
tle  would  do  —  are  economic  risks, 
and  collections  of  fairly  recent 
films  —  built  around  a  director  or 
a  theme  —  are  particularly  hard  to 
sell  to  audiences.  That  is  why  USA 
Cinemas  should  be  congratulated 
for  presenting,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Goethe  Institute,  a  week 
of  German  Films  entitled  “Sex 
and  Politics.” 

The  German  flavor  of  this 
festival  is  unmistakeable.  In  fact, 
it  would  be  difficult  to  imagine 
that  these  films  could  have  come 
from  any  other  country.  It  is  not 
only  the  look  of  the  films  — 
althougth  the  style  and  the  art 
direction  could  not  be  any  more 
perfect  for  the  topics  —  but  the 
subject  matter  which  seems  dis¬ 
tinctly  post-war  German.  There  is 
a  desire,  and  an  ability,  to  try  to 
come  to  grips  with  some  hard 
questions:  how  is  sexuality  pol¬ 
itical?  how  is  power  connected 
with  both  change  and  social  pro¬ 
gress?  if  everything  is  political, 
how  do  you  make  decisions  about 
what  to  deal  with  first? 

How,  and  why,  these  questions 
are  only  being  raised  in  German 
cinema  is  a  matter  for  conjecture, 
though  you  can  find  roots  in  the 
pre-film  culture.  The  mixture  of 
romanticism  and  metaphysics 
always  makes  for  a  lively  combina¬ 
tion.  Perhaps  it  was  the  fact  that 
the  world  famous  pre-war  German 
cinema  —  especially  UFA  —  was 
essentially  destroyed  during  the 
war.  Maybe  it  is  that  all  of  the 
young  post-war  artists  were  rebel¬ 
ling  against  their  immediate 
history  and  were  exploring  every 
new  way  to  analyze  their  material 
and  speak  for  themselves.  Certain¬ 
ly  European  cultures  —  as  oppos¬ 
ed  to  North  American  ones  — 
have  a  much  better  mode  of 
discourse  on  both  sexudity  and 
the  varied  meanings  of  politics. 
But  whatever  the  reason,  all  of 
these  films  are  distinctly  Germanic 
and  assuredly  unique. 

Festivals  are  usually  grab-bags 
of  whatever’s  new  and  available. 
Prints  of  many  interesting  films 
are  difficult  to  locate,  and  dis¬ 
tributors  are  often  unwilling  to 
have  their  products  appear  for  a 
limited  festival  run,  rather  than  a 
full  multi-week  commercial  run. 
In  contrast  to  this  hodgepodge 


tradition,  the  “Sex  and  Politics” 
festival  is  a  carefully  thought  out 
collection  of  both  older  and  recent 
German  films,  and  three  Boston 
premieres  are  included  in  the  eight- 
day  schedule. 

What  is  surprising,  given  that 
this  is  a  mainstream  theatrical  ven¬ 
ture,  is  that  almost  all  of  the  films 
deal  with  feminist,  as  well  as  gay 
and  lesbian,  issues.  Nor  are  the 
“sex”  films  separated  from  those 
with  more  obvious  “politics,”  es¬ 
pecially  in  the  works  presented  by 
Fassbinder  and  Von  Trotta.  In 
fact,  in  many  of  these  films,  there 
is  little  distinction  made  between 
“personal”  politics  and  “pol¬ 
itical”  politics.  It  should  come  as 
no  surprise  that  m2my  of  the  movies 
being  shown  are  directed  by 
women  and  gays. 

Von  Trotta 

Unfortunately  one  of  the  most 
interesting  films  included  in  the 
festival  will  be  shown  —  for  con¬ 
tractual  reasons  —  only  in  a  pri¬ 
vate  screening  sponsored  by  the 
Goethe  Institute.  Margarethe  Von 
Trotta’s  newest,  Rosa  Luxem¬ 
burg,  looks  at  the  life  of  this 
revolutionary  from  1898  to  her  as¬ 
sassination  in  1919.  Like  Luxem¬ 
burg  herself.  Von  Trotta  tries  to 
reconcile  the  emotional  and 
political  aspects  of  a  person’s  life. 
Never  stinting  on  radical  politics, 
she  also  attempts  to  place  Luxem¬ 
burg’s  relationsip  with  Leo 
Jogiches  in  both  an  emotional  and 
a  historical  context.  Luxemburg  is 
played  by  Barbara  Sukowa  —  best 
known  for  the  title  role  in  Fass¬ 
binder’s  lurid  purple  and  pink 
Lola. 

But  if  missing  the  latest  Von 
Trotta  is  a  disappointment,  you 
can  be  comforted  by  screenings  of 
four  others  of  her  best  films.  There 
is  a  double  bill  of  Marianne  and 
Julianne  and  Sheer  Madness  on 
January  17.  These  films,  along  with 
Sisters  or  The  Balance  of  Hap¬ 
piness  (January  19)  are  probably 
not  ony  her  best  work,  but  also 
some  of  the  most  intelligent  films 
ever  made  about  the  complexities 
of  women’s  inter-relationships. 

Marianne  and  Julianne  ex¬ 
amines  the  lives  of  two  sisters  — 
one  a  political  radical  and  member 
of  an  underground  group,  and  the 
other  a  careerist,  Ms.  magazine 
sort  of  feminist.  Sisters  is  quite  a 
different  story.  Although  the  sub¬ 
title  is  The  Balance  of  Happiness  it 
could  easily  be  The  Balance  of 
Power.  While  Marianne  and 
Julianne  concerns  women  who  are 
seemingly  not  close.  Sisters  ex¬ 
amines  what  happens  when  close¬ 
ness  becomes  not  only  suffocating, 
but  deadly.  What  easily  could  have 
become  a  misogynist  look  at 
female  bonding  becomes  a 
wonderful  meditation  on  how  the 
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Volker  Spengler  as  the  transsexual  Elvira  in  Fassbinder’s  In  a  Year  of 
Thirteen  Moons. 


powerless  try  to  exercise  power, 
and  on  the  notion  of  self-sacrifice 
as  a  vice,  not  a  virtue. 

Sheer  Madness  (January  17)  is 


another  look  at  feminist  dualismi 
and  the  notion  of  responsibility. 
When  Olga  —  played  by  the  won¬ 
derful  Hanna  Schygulla  of  Maria 


Braun  fame  —  saves  the  life  of 
suicidal  Ruth,  she  takes  respon¬ 
sibility  for  her  life.  But  as  usual  in 
Von  Trotta  nothing  is  ever  simple, 
and  as  the  women’s  relationship 
evolves,  she  upsets  all  notions  of 
what  is  and  is  not  responsible, 
moral  or  even  sensible.  This  film, 
along  with  the  first  two,  form  a 
trilogy  of  women’s  relationships 
that  is  at  once  fascinating  and 
frightening:  fascinating  because 
women  are  hardly  ever  portrayed 
this  well  on  screen  and  frightening 
because  there  are  no  easy  answers 
here.  Von  Trotta’a  films  are  clear¬ 
ly  feminist  but  they  are  without 
rhetoric  or  knee-jerk  solutions.  All 
of  which  makes  the  situations  and 
the  characters  more  real  and  perti¬ 
nent. 

There  will  also  be  screenings  of 
The  Second  A  wakening  of  Christa 
Klages  on  January  22.  Although 
not  as  good,  or  emotionally 
complicated,  Christa  Klages  is 
concerned  with  the  everyday  ex¬ 
istence  of  a  woman  who  has  made 
political  choices  and  how  she  has 
to  cope  with  the  consequences. 
There  is  a  brief  lesbian  subtext  in 
the  middle  of  the  film  which  brings 
closer  to  the  surface  themes  which 
Von  Trotta  skirts  in  the  other 
films. 

Continued  on  page  10 


April  24,  25,  26,  1987 


FIRST  WEST  COAST  CONFERENCE 
BY  AND  FOR  OLD  LESBIANS 

(SIXTY  YEARS  AND  OLDER) 


Join  us  at: 

CA  State  University 
Dominguei  Hills 


For  more  Info.  Contact; 
2953  Lincoln  Blvd. 
Santa  Monica,  CA  90405 
213/857-2131 


Walter  Williams:  is  homophobia  which  is 

deviant,  not  homosexuality." 


By  Charley  Shively 

Walter  Williams  spoke  with  me  about  his  new  book, 
The  Spirit  and  the  Flesh:  Sexual  Diversity  in  American 
Indian  Culture,  on  December  12,  1986. 

Shively:  What  would  you  say  was  the  most  important 
conclusion  you  reach  in  your  new  book. 

Williams:  The  notion  that  we  must  not  look  to  being  gay 
just  in  our  own  culture.  Only  in  the  context  of  this 
homophobic  society,  a  society  which  is  not  itself  typical 
of  most  cultures  of  the  world,  are  we  abnormal  or  odd. 
We  need  to  look  at  societies  which  have  incorporated 
homosexuality  into  their  society  as  a  socially  accepted 
form.  In  a  cross-cultural  perspective  we  can  see  that  it  is 
homophobia  which  is  deviant,  not  homosexuality. 

What  does  a  cross-cultural  perspective  tell  you  about 
homosexuality  itself? 

Looking  at  homosexuality  from  the  perspectives  of  other 
cultures,  we  can  see  that  maybe  our  sexual  behavior  per 
se  is  not  the  single  thing  which  defines  us  as  gay  men 
and  lesbians.  Among  American  Indians,  the  view  is  that 
the  “spirit”  of  a  person  is  more  important  than  a  physical 
manifestation. 

It  took  me  a  long  time  to  realize  that  when  Indian 
people  would  talk  to  me  about  a  person  being  spiritual¬ 
ly  different  what  they  really  were  talking  about  was  a 
person's  character,  the  basic  essence  of  their  personali¬ 
ty.  They  felt  that  this  “spirit”  was  a  reflection  of  the  per¬ 
son's  spiritual  direction  because  everything  that  exists  is 
due  to  the  spiritual  world.  If  a  person  is  created  different 
then  that  means  the  spirit  world  must  have  paid  par¬ 
ticular  attention  to  making  that  person  different  and  that 
a  mere  human  should  not  be  so  arrogant  as  to  try  to 
change  a  spiritual  direction  or  a  direction  from  the  spirit 
world. 

Did  being  openly  gay  help  you  in  your  research? 

I  don't  think  I  could  have  done  the  research  if  I  hadn't 
been  openly  gay.  American  Indians  are  so  distrustful 
about  outsiders  because  they  have  had  so  many  come 
in  and  write  of  their  traditions  in  a  disrespectful  way. 
They  certainly  would  not  have  told  about  such  tradi¬ 
tions  as  respect  for  the  berdache  if  they  thought  such  a 
person  would  treat  the  role  in  a  disrespectful  manner. 

What  opportunities  are  there  for  further  lesbian/gay 
research  in  this  area? 

Lesbian/gay  scholars  must  go  into  the  field  and  get  infor¬ 
mation  from  as  many  cultures  as  possible  before  we  can 
begin  to  have  an  adequate  understanding  of  the 
realities.  So  much  of  what  has  passed  for  knowledge 
about  sexuality  in  other  cultures  is  just  the  product  of 
distorted  images  given  by  heterosexist  Western  an¬ 
thropologists.  One  anthropologist  reported  that  there 
was  no  homosexuality  in  the  society  where  he  did  field 
work.  A  later  anthropologist  learned  that  this  man  had 
asked  his  informants  if  they  had  any  "unnatural”  sex. 
Thinking  of  themselves  as  completely  natural  people, 
they  answered  “no.”  So  the  meanings  got  confused. 


“Dance  to  the  Berdache,”  a  sketch  drawn  by  George  Caitlin 
in  the  1830s  while  among  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians. 


circa  1885. 


What  about  the  words  for  lesbians  and  gays? 

There  is  the  question  of  what  words  you  use  to  translate 
Indian  conceptions  of  a  term  like  berdache,  a  French 
word  not  itself  Indian.  Each  tribal  language  has  its  own 
term  for  a  tradition  that  they  see  as  a  form  of  gender,  as 
an  alternative  gender.  In  the  Lakota  language  the  word 
is  winkte;  in  Navaho  it  is  nadle.  These  words  emphasize 
the  spiritual  difference  of  an  individual  who  is  con¬ 
sidered  different  from  both  men  and  women.  Rather 
than  focus  on  the  sexuality  itself  they  focus  on  the  dif¬ 
ferent  gender  role  which  an  individual  fulfills  and  the 
unique  contributions  that  such  a  person  makes  to  their 
family  and  society  as  a  whole. 

There  has  been  a  lot  of  confusion  in  trying  to 
describe  such  an  alternative  gender  in  the  English 
language;  some  anthropologists  have  used  the  terms 
“transvestite,"  “transsexual”  or  “hermaphrodite”  to 
describe  such  a  person,  but  I  feel  that  a  more  accurate 
translation  is  the  term  used  for  androgynous  men  in  the 
gay  community,  “queen.” 

Haven 't  lesbian/gay  researchers  been  particularly  adept 
in  crossing  over  between  more  boundaries  than  that  bet¬ 
ween  male/female? 

The  traditional  disciplines  (dominated  by  heterosex¬ 
uals)  have  made  their  major  contributions  to 
knowledge.  What  we  are  going  to  see  more  of  in  the 
future  is  that  the  original  contributions  will  be  made  by 
those  people  who  can  combine  more  than  one  discip¬ 
line  in  new  and  original  and  creative  ways.  We  can  see 
this  especially  being  true  in  ethnic  studies,  women's 
studies  and  now  in  gay  studies. 

What  about  the  gaps  between  the  researcher  and  com¬ 
munity? 

I  have  little  patience  with  those  academics  who  write 
only  for  other  academics.  Researchers  have  a  respon¬ 
sibility  to  provide  the  knowledge  base  for  our  communi¬ 
ty  to  continue  to  build  our  identity  and  to  find  our  direc¬ 
tion  in  constructive,  creative  ways.  I  wrote  my  book  in  a 
style  which  I  hoped  would  be  appealing  to  a  larger  read¬ 
ership  than  professional  anthropologists.  I  had  in  mind 
the  potential  impact  of  this  study  on  contemporary 
American  Indians  and  on  the  lesbian/gay  community. 

How  much  of  the  Native  American  Indian  berdache 
traditions  seem  to  be  indigenous  inventions  and  how 
much  relate  to  similar  cultural  traditions? 

Certainly  the  similarities  between  a  berdache  tradition 
among  Native  Americans  and  among  the  people  of  nor¬ 
theastern  Asia  are  quite  remarkable,  and  they  suggest  a 
very  ancient  origin  of  these  traditions.  Flow  we  could 
discover  such  origins  will  depend  on  creativity  by  ar¬ 
chaeologists,  but  we  certainly  can  see  a  widespread  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  such  traditions  in  various  areas  of  the  world 
as  possible  evidence  of  their  antique  links. 

What  about  racism? 

If  the  gay  communty  can  overcome  its  racism  and 
ethnocentrism,  we  can  open  ourselves  to  learning  from 
other  societies  that  have  a  much  more  accepting  at¬ 
titude  toward  sexual  variance  than  we  find  in  Western 
culture. 

What  about  sexism? 

My  hypothesis  in  The  Spirit  and  the  Flesh  is  that  in  a 
society  where  women  are  considered  equally  important 


to  men,  women's  occupations  are  respected  and  fern 
ininity  in  a  male  is  not  looked  down  upon;  to  beJ^ 
woman  is  not  to  be  “less"  than  a  man.  If  the  feminine^ 
equally  valued  in  the  religion  and  in  society  as  a  whole 
then  a  male  who  has  feminine  qualities  is  seen  as  some 
thing  more  than  a  man. 

What  about  lesbians? 

Paula  Gunn  Allen's  Sacred  Hoop  has  just  been  pub 
lished.  [Editor's  note:  A  review  of  The  Sacred  Hoop  wil 
appear  in  CCN  within  the  month.]  I  have  a  chapter  or 
the  role  of  females  who  took  an  “Amazon”  position  ir 
society,  which  is  another  alternative  gender  that  wa- 
recognized  among  many  tribes.  Such  a  person  was  seer 
as  more  masculine,  a  female  who  took  on  a  warrior 
woman  role  was  often  noted  for  her  abilities  as  a  huntei 
and  fighter.  Her  marriage  to  a  woman  was  accepted  ir 
the  same  way  that  a  heterosexual  marriage  would  be 
and  her  wife  was  considered  no  different  from  any  othei 
woman  who  was  married  to  a  man. 

What  about  the  husband  of  the  berdache? 

Likewise  he  was  not  considered  any  different  from  othei 
men  because  he  was  fulfilling  a  masculine  gender  role 
They  defined  people  not  by  their  sexual  behavior,  bu 
by  their  role  in  society.  The  berdache  had  sex  with  othei 
men  but  many  men  who  had  sex  with  other  men  wert 
not  berdaches.  Thus,  people  were  not  divided  into  twc 
opposite  categories  of  “homosexual”  and  “heterosex 
ual.” 

Here  in  Massachusetts  lately  there  has  been  oppositior 
to  lesbian/gay  foster  parenting.  What  was  the  Nativi 
American  attitude  toward  adoption  ? 

A  berdache  could  easily  become  a  parent,  since  adop 
tion  of  children  was  commonly  accepted  in  most  Amer 
ican  Indian  societies.  Adoption  could  involve  orphanec 
children  from  overcrowded  families.  The  ease  witf 
which  children  above  their  fifth  year  moved  from  ont 
household  to  another,  often  to  distant  kin  and  on  thei 
own  initiative,  is  remarkable.  Even  today  this  tradition 
has  been  kept  alive  among  many  tribes. 

How  has  the  book  been  received  so  far? 

People  either  love  it  or  hate  it.  The  Spirit  and  the  FlesI 
has  produced  some  definitely  homophobic  reactions 
but  there  have  also  been  many  positive  responses  a; 
well.  The  Anthropology  Research  Group  on  Homosex 
uality  gave  it  their  award  for  the  best  publication  O' 
1986,  and  the  World  Congress  of  Sexology  awarded  it 
their  prize  for  outstanding  scholarship  in  sexologica 
research.  But  what  I  find  most  gratifying  personally  i< 
the  reaction  to  the  book  of  gay  Indians.  The  Ga> 
American  Indians  group  held  a  dinner  in  honor  of  the 
book's  publication  in  November.  The  Spirit  and  the 
Flesh  is  touching  a  lot  of  gay  people's  sense  of  connec 
ting  themselves  with  a  spiritual  aspect  that  so  many  of  u‘ 
have  suppressed  in  ourselves  due  to  the  homophobia  ol 
Christianity. 

Lately  there's  been  discussion  among  gay  academics 
about  a  split  between  the  essentialists  and  the  construc¬ 
tionists.  How  do  you  see  that  division? 

We  need  to  move  beyond  this  debate  which  can 
degenerate  into  the  nature/nurture  controversy,  which 
biologists  have  largely  abandoned.  In  Western  thought 
we  tend  to  think  of  things  in  either/or  opposites  when  in 
fact  they  may  be  complimentary  aspects  of  a  larger  reali¬ 
ty.  In  the  last  chapter  of  The  Spirit  and  the  Flesh,  I  at¬ 
tempt  to  summarize  the  knowledge  we  have  about  di¬ 
verse  cultures  around  the  world  and  to  suggest  some 
means  of  putting  all  this  together  into  a  new  understan¬ 
ding  of  sexual  and  gender  variants.  I  see  this  summary  as 
a  beginning  stage  rather  than  an  ending  stage  and  I 
hope  it  will  provoke  or  inspire  other  scholars  to  pursue 
their  own  research  on  this  topic.  But  I  feel  that  it  is  time 
for  us  to  generate  more  data  about  homosexuality  in 
other  cultures,  rather  than  just  to  do  more  armchair 
theorizing. 

What  are  you  doing  for  your  next  project? 

Since  The  Spirit  and  the  Flesh  came  out  I  have  done 
some  additional  fieldwork  among  traditional 
Hawaiians.  The  Mahu  tradition  is  very  similar  to  the  ber¬ 
dache.  1  have  done  some  video  taping  of  Mahu  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  traditional  hula  ceremonies,  and  I  was  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  acceptance  of  them  by  the  traditional 
Hawaiians.  I  would  like  to  do  more  fieldwork  with 
Polynesians,  South  East  Asians  and  similar  traditions. 
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Many  American  Indian  tribes  recognized  a  third 
gender,  which  referred  to  men  who  adopted  the  clothes 
and  occupations  of  women.  Anthropologists  use  the 
term  berdache  to  describe  such  individuals.  European 
explorers  and  colonists  more  frequently  called  them 
sodomites  or  hermaphrodites. 

Although  anthropologists  have  questioned  whether 
berdaches  were  homosexual,  Walter  Williams, 
associate  professor  of  anthropology  and  gender  studies 
at  the  University  of  Southern  California  at  Los  Angeles 
and  author  of  The  Spirit  and  the  Flesh:  Sexual  Diversity  in 
American  Indian  Culture,  claims  to  have  settled  the 
question  in  the  affirmative.  While  "conventional 
wisdom"  holds  that  berdache  traditions  have 
disappeared,  Williams  has  not  only  interviewed 
traditional  American  Indian  berdaches  but  is  "the  only 
person  ever  to  have  stated  in  print"  that  he  has  been  "in 
an  intimate  relationship  with  a  berdache." 

"Sexual  diversity"  does  not  appear  in  the  text  and 
seems  to  be  a  euphemism  for  what  the  author  or  his 
publisher  were  too  squeamish  to  put  on  the  cover. 
Between  the  covers,  however,  Williams  comes  more  to 
the  point.  The  berdache,  especially  his  homosexuality, 
is  the  real  subject  of  this  book. 

Few  Western  observers,  raised  in  a  culture  that 
condemns  homosexuality  and  belittles  womanhood, 
have  been  able  to  understand  how  berdaches  could  be 
accepted,  even  respected,  in  their  own  societies.  At 
least  Williams,  a  gay  non-Indian,  is  not  biased  against 
homosexuality.  Unfortunately,  his  presentation  of 
berdachism  suffers  other  distortions. 

Williams  does  not  limit  himself  to  the  culture  of  the 
Lakota,  although  most  of  his  fieldwork  was  conducted 


on  two  Lakota  reservations  over  the  summer  of  1982. 
Instead,  he  attempts  to  generalize  about  hundreds  of 
tribes  with  very  different  languages,  economies, 
religions,  and  social  structures.  In  the  process,  Williams 
smudges  the  differences  between  Indian  societies.  He 
refers  to  American  Indian  custom,  religion,  and  culture 
in  the  singular,  perpetuating  the  Western  stereotype  of 
"the  Indian."  His  reference  to  the  variance  of  American 
Indian  cultures  is  gratuitous  and,  indeed,  singular. 

As  if  these  bounds  weren't  already  too  broad, 
Williams  encumbers  his  presentation  with  a 
hodgepodge  of  global  homosexiana.  More  than  a  third 
of  The  Spirit  and  the  Flesh  is  a  discussion  of 
homosexuality  among  the  natives  of  Hawaii  and 
Yucatan,  in  Siberia  and  India,  among  pirates,  cowboys, 
and  hobos  —  sort  of  a  combination  of  The  Golden 
Bough  and  Straight  to  Hell.  Within  this  sweep,  only  two 
pages  are  required  to  tell  the  history  of  Western  gender 
and  sex  variance  from  pre-Christian  Europe  to  present- 
day  urban  America! 

In  fact.  The  Spirit  and  the  Flesh  would  be  notably 
superficial  if  it  weren't  for  the  quotes  of  Williams'  Indian 
informants,  which  are  the  heart  of  the  book  and  which 
tell,  better  than  the  ethnohistorian,  the  experience  of 
berdaches  within  their  societies. 

A  Lakota  man  describes  his  experience  as  a 
berdache,  which  in  his  language  is  called  winkte: 

I  have  always  filled  a  winkte  role.  I  was  just  born  this 
way,  ever  since  I  can  remember.  When  I  was  eight  I  saw 
a  vision,  of  a  person  with  long  grey  hair  and  with  many 
ornaments  on,  standing  by  my  bed.  I  asked  if  he  was 
female  or  male,  and  he  said  "both."  He  said  he  would 
walk  with  me  for  the  rest  of  my  life.  His  spirit  would 
always  be  with  me.  I  told  my  grandfather,  who  said  not  to 
be  afraid  of  spirits,  because  they  have  good  powers.  A 
year  later,  the  vision  appeared  again,  and  told  me  he 
would  give  me  great  powers.  He  said  his  body  was 
man's,  but  his  spirit  was  woman's.  He  told  me  the  Great 
Spirit  made  people  like  me  to  be  of  help  to  other  people. 

I  told  my  grandfather  the  name  of  the  spirit,  and 
Grandfather  said  it  was  a  highly  respected  winkte  who 
lived  long  ago.  He  explained  winkte  to  me  and  said,  "It 
won't  be  easy  growing  up,  because  you  will  be  different 
from  others.  But  the  spirit  will  help  you,  if  you  pray  and 


do  the  sweat."  The  Spirit  has  continued  to  contact  me 
throughout  my  life.  If  I  practice  the  winkte  role  seriously, 
then  people  will  respect  me. 

This  quote  rightly  places  berdachism  as  a  spiritual 
calling.  Indeed,  an  understanding  of  the  male  berdache 
necessarily  requires  an  understanding  of  his  society’s 
religious  beliefs.  Williams  acknowledges  that  spirituality 
is  "at  the  heart  of  the  berdache  tradition,"  but  his  four- 
page  summary  of  American  Indian  religions  is 
ridiculously  inadequate.  Again  his  presentation  lacks 
depth.  Similarly,  his  description  of  the  "vision  quest"  he 
experiences  on  a  Lakota  reservation  is  without  content. 
He  tells  that  he  spent  a  day-and-a-half  in  a  dark  sweat 
lodge  and  describes  that  time  as  "an  intensely  personal 
experience  that  I  cannot  and  do  not  wish  to  explain." 
His  neglect  to  tell  the  reader  what  he  envisioned  is 
irritating. 

Most  objectionable,  even  unforgivable,  from  a 
scholastic  view  is  his  manipulation  of  data.  One  of  his 
sources  is  Edmund  White's  States  of  Desire:  Travels  in 
Cay  America,  familiar  to  many  readers.  Five  times 
Williams  quotes  from  the  same  two  pages  of  White's 
book,  which  describe  a  Pueblo  Indian.  White  calls  this 
man  homosexual,  not  berdache,  nor  does  the  Pueblo 
man  call  himself  a  berdache  —  not  even  using  the 
native  term.  This  same  Indian  described  himself  as  gay, 
and  although  we  talked  about  the  traditional  Pueblo 
berdache  role,  he  never  claimed  to  be  a  berdache.  On 
what  grounds  does  Williams  refer  to  him  as  a  trad¬ 
itional  berdache? 

Williams  has  been  extravagant  in  his  bestowal  of 
berdache  labels.  One  of  his  primary  "traditional  Indian 
berdache"  informants  only  learned  about  the  berdache 
role  in  a  high  school  Native  American  studies  class  and 
currently  fulfills  his  role  in  West  Hollywood!  It  is 
probably  too  much  to  make  a  fuss  over  whether  any  of 
Williams'  informants  are  traditionalists,  though 
Williams  often  makes  that  claim.  Indian  cultures,  like 
our  own,  are  in  constant  transition.  It  is  a  Western  myth 
that  Indians  lived  in  a  timeless  and  unchanging  equi¬ 
librium  until  the  arrival  of  Europeans.  "Traditionalism" 
has  been  the  concern  primarily  of  non-Indians  who 
have  grown  fond  of  their  stereotyped  images. 

What  about  women?  Williams  has  turned  up  prec¬ 
ious  little  information  on  female  berdaches  (for  whom 
he  has  coined  the  unnecessary  term  Amazon). 
Although  lack  of  evidence  doesn't  stop  him  from  wild 
speculations  concerning  the  private  lives  of  cowboys 
and  frontiersmen,  Williams  hesitates  to  penetrate  what 
he  declares  to  be  territory  for  female  investigators. 
Certainly  female  berdaches  are  an  important  part  of  the 
picture,  at  this  stage  incomplete,  though  Williams 
quotes  a  few  interesting  accounts  concerning  them. 

For  all  its  ills.  The  Spirit  and  the  Flesh  opens  rather 
than  closes  the  door  on  American  Indian  berdachism. 
Many  of  the  author's  claims  hardly  stand  on  their  own 
and  will  fall  easily.  An  example  is  his  insistence  that 
berdaches  are  "feminine,"  "more  androgynous,"  and 
"not  very  feminine  but  not  macho  either."  His 
dependence  on  ambiguous  gender  terms  (what,  for  in¬ 
stance,  do  "hypermasculine"  and  "ultramasculine" 
mean?)  leaves  the  reader  confused.  True,  many  of 
Williams'  Indian  informants  describe  themselves  as 
"feminine."  But  we  should  remember  that  in  many 
Native  American  cultures  where  women  are  not  seen 
as  weak,  silly,  worthless,  or-  dependent,  "feminine" 
may  mean  something  to  an  Indian  informant  that  is 
quite  opaque  to  the  white  ethnohistorian. 

Other  books  on  the  subject  of  berdachism  are  sure 
to  follow.  Indeed,  an  important  and  comprehensive 
bibliography  on  berdaches  and  alternative  gender 
roles,  by  Will  Roscoe,  is  soon  to  be  published  in  the 
Journal  of  Homosexuality.  Its  focus  is,  like  Williams',  on 
American  Indians  north  of  Mexico.  Unlike  Williams, 
Roscoe  has  turned  up  numerous  references  to  female 
berdaches  and  other  alternative  gender  roles  for 
women. 

The  current  interest  in  the  American  Indian 
berdache  points  to  a  spiritual  thirst  to  understand  the 
nature  of  our  gayness  and  to  envision  a  society  which 
honors  our  gay  contributions.  Our  image  of  Ancient 
Greece  used  to  be  credibly  presented  as  a  model  of  a 
society  which  supported  its  homosexuals.  The  more  we 
learned  about  Greece,  however,  the  more  that  image 
faded.  Ever  since  the  publication  of  Edward  Carpenter's 
Intermediate  Types  Among  Primitive  Folk  in  1921, 
another  but  minor  tradition  has  formed  an  ideal  image 
of  the  Savage,  whose  enoblement  revolved  around 
homosexuality. 

For  gay  people,  Williams'  book  reminds  that  there 
may  still  be  aspects  of  our  gayness  about  which  we  are 
woefully  ignorant.  What  can  we  say  about  the  spiritual 
dimensions  of  our  gayness?  What  social  responsibilities 
do  we  have  as  gay  people?  In  the  end,  it  seems  we  non- 
Indians  must  learn  more  about  ourselves  before  we  can 
learn  about  Native  Americans.  As  we  gay  non-Indians 
try  to  understand  Native  Americans,  it  is  equally  impor¬ 
tant  that  we  explore  what  we  think  we  see  when  we 
describe  the  gay  Indian. 


©  1 986  Bradley  Rose 
[Editor's  note:  Bradley  Rose  and  Will  Roscoe  are  lovers.] 


Ancient  Moche  ceramic  sculpture,  represen¬ 
ting  male-male  anal  intercourse;  from  the 
Museo  Nacional  Antropologia  y  Arquelogia, 
Lima,  Peru. 


Ancient  Vicus  ceramic  sculpture,  showing  one  male 
penetrating  another's  anus  while  the  receptive  male  holds 
his  penis  in  his  hand;  from  a  private  collection,  photo 
originally  published  in  Somportamiento  Sexual  en  el  Antiguo 
Peru. 
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Fassbinder,  Von  Trotta  Highlight  German  Film  Fest 


Continued  from  page  7 

If  Von  Trotta  is  Germany’s 
premiere  feminist  filmmaker  cer¬ 
tainly  Fassbinder  is  its  paramount 
purveyor  of  the  gay  sensibility.  On 
January  18  the  fotival  will  be 
screening  The  Third  Generation, 
an  off-the-wall  comedy  (sort  oO 
about  a  group  of  inept  terrorists. 
Fassbinder  once  said  “I  don’t 
throw  bombs,  I  make  films”  and 
certainly  The  Third  Generation 
was  regarded  as  a  terrorist  act  by 
radicals  in  Germany.  Fassbinder’s 
urban  guerillas  are  made  up  of  his 
usual  misfits  and  neurotics,  and 
their  ill-planned  actions  were 
taken  to  be  a  criticism  of  ail  Ger¬ 
man  progressives.  Ironically,  Fass¬ 
binder  was  complaining  that  his 
characters  have  no  ideology  and 
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Lena,  the  bank  clerk  obsessed  by  the  revolutionary,  in  Margarethe  Von 
Trotta’s  Christa  Klages. 

are  just  middle-class  people  play¬ 
ing  with  the  notion  of  politics.  The 
Third  Generation  is  not 
Fassbinder  at  his  best;  the  film 
feels  thrown  together  and  only 
coheres  because  of  the  director’s 
style  and  obvious  passion.  Still,  it 
is  fun  and  interesting  as  a  criticism 
of  German  politics  from  the  inr 
side. 

In  a  Year  of  Thirteen  Moons 
(January  20)  is  a  much  better 
Fassbinder  which  combines  not 
only  his  high  style,  but  political  in¬ 
sight,  as  well  as  compassion.  Alter¬ 
nately  funny  and  painful,  Thirteen 
Moons  is  the  story  of  Ervin  who 
becomes  the  transsexual  Elvira  to 
please  a  man  who  then  dumps  him. 
The  film  follows  her  through  the 
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J  &  S  Automotive 
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It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  all  these  weird  little  things  about  It. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  for 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up,  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  sometimes 
it's  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S  has 
been  Boston’s  hippest  garage  for  years  and 
years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it's  also 
been  the  best.  Even  when  they  didn't  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never  cheated 
anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the  years  they 
kept  learning  new  makes  and  new  techni¬ 
ques,  and  now  can  repair  about  anything. 
Their  speciality  is  still  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of  depen¬ 
dability.  But  they’re  ready  for  anything  and 
did  most  of  the  work  on  the  antique  vehicles 
for  the  movie  ‘‘The  Brinks  Job.” 

Reprinted  from  Real  Paper,  “Best  of  Bosfon,” 
Fall  1980. 
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last  days  of  his  life  and  attempts  to 
let  us  understand  how  all  of  the 
choices  that  Elvira  makes  are 
perfectly  sensible.  The  film  is  wild¬ 
ly  stylized  —  the  scene  in  the  meat 
packing  plant  and  the  episode  with 
the  nuns  who  raised  Elvin  must 
rate  as  the  most  brilliant  in  modern 
cinema  —  but  always  accessible. 
But  what  is  most  striking  is  not 
Fassbinder’s  delineation  of  sex 
roles,  or  the  place  that  passion 
plays  in  our  lives,  but  the  way  he  is 
able  to  show  us  —  as  an  audience 
—  how  our  aesthetics  and  our  way 
of  viewing  art  in  an  integral  part  of 
how  we  see  both  the  world  and  our 
own  life  decisions. 

Playing  with  Thirteen  Moons  is 
A  Man  Called  Eva.  Made  by 
friends  and  associates  of  Fass¬ 
binder’s  after  his  death,  Eva  is  a 
mean,  but  wonderful,  parody  of 
the  monster  most  people  claim 
Fassbinder  was-.  Although  the  film 
itself  aims  at  a  Fassbinder  look  — 
and  almost  succeeds  —  it  is  most 
memorable  for  the  performance  of 
Eva  Mattes,  in  drag,  as  the  de¬ 
mented,  sadistic  film  director  Eva 
(alias  R.  W.  Fassbinder).  Mattes  is 
brilliant  in  the  part  and  is  almost 
immediately  convincing  as  a  man. 
And  while  the  film  is  always  enter¬ 
taining,  in  a  sort  of  perverse  way, 
it  is  also  quite  unsettling  when  it 
juxtaposes  its  drag  anti-hero  with 
the  sexual  expectations  of  both  the 
audience  and  the  other  characters. 
This  is  a  double  bill  that  will  have 
your  head  spinning  and  your 
Continued  on  page  11 
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-Adventure  &  Relaxation  Ideas,  Near  &  Far- 


Greeyilm 

Farm 


RFD  Box  2260.  East  Hardwick,  VT  058J6 
(802)  S33-7772 

Enjoy  the  intimacy  of  women- 
only  space  and  the  majestic 
beauty  of  VERMONT.  X-country 
ski  on  our  packed  trails.  Hiking 
i  downhill  skiing.  HOLIDAY 
CELEBRATIONS 


Master  Card  &  Visa 
Mid-week  discounts 


WOMKN-ONI.Y  SPACE 
OPEN  YEAR  -ROUND 


The  Center  for  Traditional  Medicine 
presents 

THE  8TH  ANNUAL 
POLARITY  THERAPY, 
HEALTH 
PSYCHOLOGY 
AND  TRADITIONAL 
MEXICAN  HEALING 
SEMINAR 

.  a  cross-cultural  health  j— • 
IS  vacation  adventure  IS 
near  PUERTO  VALLARTA, 
MEXICO 

January  10-24,  1987 

for  beginners  and  professionals 
CEUS  for  nurses 

Brochure;  617-489-3806  V/TTY 
Box  1526  Cambridge,  MA  02238 


Call 

617/426-4469 
to  list  your 
guesthouse,  travel  agency, 
or  restaurant 
for  as  little  as 
$25  per  week. 


GAYELLOW  BIGES 

NFORMINC  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
tccmmodaiions.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors.  Oenlists.  doctors, 
■hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  mpdia.  publications, 
organi/alions.  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  iherapisis.  travel  agents, 
etc  .  etc  .  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  loo' ) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas. 
N  &  S  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New 
Mexico.  Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee. 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50:  Connecticut. 
Delaware.  District  of  Columbia,  Maine.  Maryland. 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Rhode  Island.  Vermont,  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  for  men 
$20;  The  rest  of  the  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada,  men's  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY,  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  lirst  class  mail,  your  name  kepi  strictly  conliden- 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  tv 
prices  outside  tfM  USA.  In  Canada .  order  from  Glatl 
Day  Books.  648A  Yonge  St. .  Tvonto.  Ontario  M4'r 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  for  press). 

Aik  us  about  Gayollow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


RIone? 


Are  you  alone  by  choice  or 
lack  of  choices?  ComQuest 
has  prouided  thousands  of  gay 
men  ujith  a  safe,  effective 
Luay  of  meeting  compatible 
friends  and  partners. 

—  No  fees  exceed  ^30  — 

For  a  free  information  packet 
call  .  .  . 


800-633-6969 


,¥enway\^ 
Community 
Health  j 
'^Center  y 


Cay  Men's  Health 

Scott  Harris,  M  .D.,  our  new  internist, 
is  highly  skilled  and  approachable 
He  addresses  health  concerns  ranging 
from  common  coldsiflu  to  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS. 


Women's  Health 

Our  new  women's  health  clinician, 

P.  Clay  Stephens,  PA.  has  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  ^y,  lesbian  and  women's 
health  care  Peggy  Roberts,  M.D.  is  a 
family  physician  who  provides  women's 
and  primary  health  care  services 

You  can  choose  your  own  personal  medical  provider. 

•  Free  Blood  Pressure  Clinic:  Friday  10:30  -  noon. 

•  HTLV-3  Education  and  Testing  267-0159. 

•  Lunchtime,  Dinner  and  Evening  A'ppointments  now  Available. 


16  H  AVI  LAND  ST,  BOSTON,  MA  02115  (617)  267-7573 


Located  2  blcKks  from  Auditorium  T-stop. 

We  accept  VISA  MC,  personal  checks,  and  will  bill  ma)or  insurance  carriers. 
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Fassbinder,  Von  Trotta  Highlight  German  FUm  Fest 
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aesthetic  sensibilities  working 
overtime. 

Colonel  Redl,  playing  on 
January  18  with  The  Third 
Generation,  is  a  well  done,  but 
slow-paced  exploration  of  the 
head  of  the  Austrian-Hungarian 
empire’s  espionage  system.  Redl  is 
a  man  who  has  denied  his  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  his  Jewish  identity  in 
order  to  “fit  in,”  exceed  his  lower 
class  limitations  and  become  an 
important  military  and  political 
figure.  Klaus  Maria  Brandauer 
(who  was  not  Robert  Redford  in 
Out  of  Africa)  gives  a  subtle  and 
intimate  portrait  of  the  man  who 
discovers  that  if  you  keep  denying 
who  you  are,  there  isn’t  very  much 
left.  Next  to  the  theatrics  of 
Fassbinder  and  the  psychological 
insights  of  Von  Trotta,  Colonel 
Rerf/ looks  calm  and  small.  But  for 
all  of  its  staidness,  the  film  is  a 
wonderful  picture  of  what  hap¬ 
pens  when  repression  and  denial 
begin  to  destroy  someone. 

Wolfgang  Petersen 

A  much  more  interesting  film  — 
especially  as  it  concerns  homosex- 
udity  —  is  Wolfgang  Petersen’s 
The  Consequence.  Made  12  years 
ago.  The  Consequence  deals  with 
the  affair  of  a  disturbed  young  boy 
and  an  older  man.  Shot  in  black 
and  white  and  with  a  grainy  feel, 
the  film  has  the  look  of  a  ’40’s 
Hollywood  noir.  Petersen  is  clear¬ 
ly  on  the  side  of  the  men  against 
the  prevailing  society;  the  jux¬ 
taposition  of  the  semi-sentimental 
story  with  the  hard-core  realism  of 
the  mise  en  scene  heightens  the 


tension.  This  was  Petersen’s  first 
film  and  he  has  gone  on  to  make 
Das  Boot  (in  which  the  male  bon¬ 
ding  is  all  too  evident)  and  the  very 
odd  Enemy  Mine  in  which  Randy 
Quaid  and  Lou  Cosset  play  a  hu¬ 
man  and  an  alien  who  have  a 
friendship/romance  and  then  have 
a  baby:  a  farout,  out  of  space, 
homosexual  love  story.  Not  coin¬ 
cidentally,  no  one  ever  mentions 
that  the  now  famous  Petersen 
started  out  with  a  boy-love  movie. 

Germany  in  Autumn  (January 
22)  is  a  compilation  film  of  young 
German  directors.  It  is  almost  nev¬ 
er  shown  and  this  is  a  Boston 
premiere.  There  are  segments  by 
Fassbinder,  Volker  Schlondorff 
(who  is  married  to  Von  Trotta) 
and  writer  Henrich  Boll.  Almost 
10  years  old,  the  film  should  pro¬ 
vide  an  interesting  look  at  where 
the  German  cinema  was  —  espec¬ 
ially  in  its  view  of  political  matters 
—  before  the  renaissance  we  are 
now  seeing. 

Doris  Dorrie 

Both  Men. . .  by  Doris  Dbrrie 
and  Sugar  Baby  by  Percy  Aldon 
have  had  successful  commercial 
engagements  at  Boston  theaters  in 
recent  months.  Both  are,  however, 
very  worthwhile  seeing  on  January 
21  if  you  have  missed  them.  Sugar 
Baby  is  especially  notable  for  its 
hallucinatory  cinematography  by 
Joanna  Heer  —  one  of  the  only 
women  in  that  end  of  the  business. 

The  other  Boston  premiere  is  the 
new  film  by  Doris  Ddrrie  entitled 
Straight  Through  the  Heart.  What 
starts  out  as  an  out  of  whack  love 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 
AHORNEY  AT  D\W 
In  Practice  Since  -1 975 


Family  Law 

‘Custody  Issues 
‘Relationship 
Agreements 
‘Estate  Planning 


General  Practice 
‘Employment  Rights 
‘Personal  Injury 
‘  Landlord/Tenant 


52  Western  Aye.,  Camb.,  MA  02139  (617)876-7099 


story  between  a  repressed  dentist 
and  a  punked-out,  blue-haired 
young  woman  becomes  a  battle  of 
emotional  wills  in  which  lives  are 
at  stake.  More  so  even  than 
Men. . .  (which  was  actually  made 
after  Heart)  DOrrie  is  able  to 
delineate  her  characters’  emotions 
and  make  even  their  most  insane 
actions  both  logical  and  reas¬ 
onable.  If  Men. . .  was  about  find¬ 
ing  out  why  people  connect. 
Straight  Through  the  Heart  is 
about  what  happens  when  they  do 
connect  but  don’t  realize  it. 

All  of  the  films  at  “Sex  and 
Politics”  are  worth  seeing.  Many 
of  them  —  especially  the  Fass¬ 
binders  and  the  Von  Trottas  — 
are  hardly  ever  shown,  so  it  would 
be  a  good  idea  to  catch  them  now. 
There  is  such  a  dearth  of  any  films 
—  especially  American,  and  even 
independent  productions  —  that 
want  to  take  on  these  subjects, 
never  mind  do  it  so  well,  that  “Sex 
and  Politics”  is  a  sure  bet  for  any 
evening  this  week. 


Ernst  Hannawald  and  Jurgen  Prochnow  play  lovers  in  Wolfgang 
Petersen’s  The  Consequence. 


BEST  EVER!  Third  Edition! 

Whole  Gatalog 

For  gay  men  and  lesbians,  their  families  £md 
friends,  this  THIRD  EDITION  of  THE 
WHOLE  GAY  CATALOG  brings  the  world  of 
lesbian  and  gay  literature  as  close  as  your 
telephone  or  mailbox.  Offers  a  multitude  of 
BOOKS,  plus  VIDEOS,  RECORDS  &  TAPES, 
GIFTS,  and  more!  Over  100  pages,  indexed. 

ORDER  YOURS  NOW!  FROM  THE 
WORLDS  LEADING  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 

BOOKSTORE! 


. (DiaeT»telf  Packmgtd).  .  . 

Please  send  me  Whole  emtmlog.  I  enclose  $2. 

Name _ _ _ _ _ 


Afatf  to; 


Address. 


JState. 


.^ip- 


Lambda  Rising,  Dept.  157 
1625  Connecticut  Ave.  NW 
Washington,  DC,  20009 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph.D.,  L.S.W. 

Saturday  &  Sunday 
Brunch 

^  Phone 

J  266-2069 

$6.95 

Wednesday  night  — 

^  Counseling  6 

all  you  can  eat 

Psychotherapy 

$9.95 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  0221. S 

Spend  a  Weekend  with 
JoAnn  Loulan 

Author  of  Lesbian  Sex 


What’s  So  Funny  About  Lesbian  Sex? 

A  humorous  and  educational  lecture  on  the  ins  and 
outs  of  lesbian  sexuality. 

Friday  January  23,  1987  at  8:00pm 
First  Church  Congregational,  11  Garden  St.,  Cam¬ 
bridge  •  ^ 

Tickets  $6.50  advance,  $8.00  at  the  door. 


Exploring  and  Creating  Our  Sex  Lives 

A  day-long  workshop  demystifying  lesbian  sex  and  helping  women  create  the 
kind  of  sex  lives  we’ve  always  wanted  —  in  theory  and  in  practice.  Group 
discussions,  psychodrama,  and  ceative  exercises  in  a  safe  environment. 

Saturday,  January  24,  10:00  am  to  5:00  pm. 

(Bring  a  sack  lunch  or  pre-register  for  lunch,  $4.00  extra.)  First  Church  Con¬ 
gregational,  Cambridge,  $45  Low  Income/Unemployed.  $60  Regular.  $75  High 
Income/Contributing.  Send  $25  non-refundable  deposit  to  Allegra  by  Jan.  18. 
Space  limited  —  register  early! 

Day-Long  Workshop  for  Professional  Women  Who  Work  with 
Lesbians 

Especially  recommended  from  women  in  therapy,  social  work,  and  health  fields 
who  have  lesbians  as  clients. 

Sliding  scale  $125-185  includes  lecture  and  Saturday  workshop. 

Sunday,  January  25,  10  am  to  4  pm  at  Pequod  Counselling  Center,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.,  Cambridge.  Send  $50  non-refundable  deposit  to  Allegra. 

All  JoAnn  Loulan  events  are  for  women  only. 

Tickets  for  JoAnn’s  Friday  lecture  are  available  after  Jan.  7  from  Bodyworks 
Gym,  Glad  Day  and  Redbook;  &  by  mail  now  through  Jan.  22. 


INFORMATION  (617)  547-1378 
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New  England 
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described  his  pleasure  at  discover¬ 
ing  his  “traditional,  40-year-old 
housewife  sister”  once  had  a 
“wonderful  lesbian  affair”;  and  a 
woman  proudly  stated  that  her 
Puerto  Rican  grandmother  has 
promised  to  learn  more  English  so 
she  can  talk  with  her  grand¬ 
daughter’s  lover  when  they  visit. 

After  viewing  “Greetings  from 
Washington,  D.  C.,”  a  film  doc¬ 
umenting  the  1979  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Rights  March  on  Washington 
and  a  sodomy  slide  show  which 
featured  gay  “Gumbys,”  par¬ 
ticipants  regrouped  to  address 
methods  of  outreach  to  various 
constituencies.  Those  targeted  in¬ 
cluded  students  and  youth,  labor, 
religious  groups,  people  of  color, 
media,  differently-abled  people, 
professional  organizations,  ath¬ 
letic,  women’s  and  cultural 
groups,  and  bars  and  businesses. 

Participants  agreed  to  postpone 
elections  of  permanent  delegates 
to  the  National  Steering  Commit- 


Conference 

tee  until  after  the  upcoming 
meeting  in  Los  Angeles.  New  elec¬ 
tions  may  take  place  to  provide 
more  representation  from  New 
England  states  other  than  Mass¬ 
achusetts.  Delegates  to  attend  the 
L.A.  meeting  are  Sarah  Holmes, 
Gary  Dotterman  and  Terry  Ortiz 
from  Massachusetts  and  Steven 
Gendin  from  Rhode  Island. 

In  order  to  ensure  broad-based 
local  input  into  the  march  plan¬ 
ning,  conference  facilitator  Kate 
Hoffman  suggested  that  each  re¬ 
gion  in  New  England  set  up  a  steer¬ 
ing  committee  to  work  with  elected 
delegates.  In  Boston,  the  commit¬ 
tee  will  consist  of  representatives 
from  the  range  of  different  types 
of  gay  and  lesbian  groups,  in¬ 
cluding  cultural,  electoral, 
grassroots  activist,  and  service 
organizations. 

For  further  information  on  up¬ 
coming  planning  meetings  in  New 
England,  call  (617)  522-4368. 


Correction 

A  paragraph  from  Part  I  of  the 
commentary  on  the  organizing  for 
the  national  march  on  Washing¬ 
ton,  Vol.  14,  No.  23,  was  inadver¬ 
tently  deleted.  The  second  to  last 
paragraph  should  have  read: 
“Other  groups  in  the  community 
who  did  not  receive  significant  at¬ 
tention  at  the  conference  are  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  prisoners  and 
prisoners  with  AIDS  and  ARC. 
Neither  were  mentioned  in  pro¬ 
posals  from  the  leadership.  Nor 
did  any  of  the  demands  to  end 
violence  and  discrimination  refer 
to  police  brutality,  one  of  the 
most  explosive  issues  in  the  gay 
community. 

*  *  * 

(Demands  to  end  police  and 
prison  violence  agmnst  lesbians 
and  gay  men  were  eventually  in¬ 
cluded  after  a  proposal  was  made 
by  DAFFODIL  —  Dykes  and 
Fags  Fighting  in  Our  Own 
Defense  and  for  International 
Liberation.) 


Free  Sharon  Kowalski 
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pleted  by  spring  of  this  year. 
Zeldes  is  planning  another  video 
documenting  Thompson’s 
progression  from  being  a 
“closeted  mainstream  person  to  an 
outspoken  fighter  for  gay  and 
disabled  rights.” 

A  short  video  of  Thompson 
speaking  has  already  been  made  by 
a  woman  in  New  Hampshire. 

Thompson,  who  now  has  an 
agent  in  New  York  City,  has  also 
negotiated  with  filmmakers  who 
are  interested  in  her  story.  Nothing 
definite  has  been  arranged. 

Legal  case  update 

After  having  moved  through 
every  level  of  the  Minnesota  state 
court  system  twice,  Thompson’s 
lawyer.  Sue  Wilson,  said  all  op¬ 
tions  in  that  system  are  exhausted. 
But,  said  Wilson,  they  are  now 
planning  to  introduce  the  case  in 
federal  court. 

Wilson  said  she  intends  to  use 
the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1983  which 
has  “been  used  by  prisoners  to  sue 
state  judges  for  various  injustices 
and  prison  conditions.”  If  they  are 
successful,  said  Wilson,  the 
federal  government  would  “have 
to  order  the  nursing  home  and 
guardian  to  acknowledge  that 
Sharon  has  some  rights.”  It’s  not 
unlike  a  federal  judge  ordering 
changes  in  a  prison  system,  she 
said.  Wilson  hopes  to  have  the  case 
filed  and  hearings  begun  by  this 
spring. 

Nationwide  publicity  regar¬ 
ding  the  case  will  only  help  the 


legal  battle,  said  Wilson.  “I  think 
it’s  appropriate  to  have  dem¬ 
onstrations  going  on  to  let  the 
media  and  the  public  know  we’re 
not  doing  this  for  our  health. 
We’re  upset  and  outraged.  1 
believe  awareness  of  the  communi¬ 
ty  will  carry  over  to  judges.  A  lot 
of  people  who  aren’t  gay  and  les- 
bian  can  be  brought  in.” _ 

Contacts: 

The  Boston  Newsletter 
c/o  Maryanne  Kirkbride 
6  Newsome  Park 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-7466 

To  make  donations: 

The  Karen  Thompson  Legal 
Fund 

c/o  Julie  Andrzejewski 
32495  County  Road  41 
St.  Cloud.  MN  56301 
(not  tax  deductible) 

Karen  Thompson  Legal 
Fund 

c/o  Boston  Self  Help 
Center 

18  Williston  Road 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(tax  deductible — Checks 
should  be  made  out  to  the 
Boston  Self  Help  Center. 
Write  "Karen  Thompson 
Legal  Fund”  as  the  check’s 
memo.  Do  not  mention 
Sharon  Kowalski. 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 
MICHAEL  W.  HUSSIN,  R.Ac. 
ACUPUNCTURE/MEDICAL  ARTS  CTR. 
15  Kenwood  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
625-8840 

ALCOHOL/DRUC  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 26  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BOOKSTORES 

CLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

THE  REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 

Central  America,  Cay  & 

Lesbian  lit,  etc. 

92  Green  St.,  ).P. 

(617)  522-1464 
Tues.-Fri.  12-7 
Sat.,  Sun.,  12-5 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
AFFORDABLE  CATERING 
FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 


CHIROPRACTORS 

TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 122  Massachusetts  Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  021  74 
(617)641-2510 

CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 
482-4662 

CLEANING 

CRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 
Brookline,  MA 
731-8934 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  CROlPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 

364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOC  TRAINING  CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 

Medford,  MA 

395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 

497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
1 2  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 


ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,MA  01840 
683-7676 

LABWORK 

STATUS/MOVIDEA 
Stats,  Darkroom  Services 
92  South  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
338-3014 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

WHOLE  HEALTH  CROUP 
Swedish,  Deep  Tissue,  &  Medical 
45  Newbury  St.  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 
MEDICAL/COUNSELING 
ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 

FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

DORCHESTER  COUNSELING 
Ron  Woolson,  LICSW 
35  Juliette  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
288-1457 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR.WOMEN, 
COUPLES  AND  CHILDREN 
Jill  Richard,  LICSW 
1 130  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Square 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
776-6158 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186 'A  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 
STEPEHEN  J.  GOLDBURGH  ED.D 
Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(61 7).  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

ULTIMATE  IDENTITY  COUNSELING 
DR.  SHIRLEY  A.  WHITING,  M.c.s. 

1 6  Old  Colony  Ave. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
293-2267 

WINGS  THERAPY  COLLECTIVE 
60'/2  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 

(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 

641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 

DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Apointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PETS 

PEACEABLE  KINGDOM 
Pets,  Supplies,  Grooming 
142  South  St. 

J.P.,  MA  02130 
522-5153 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 

Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 


PLASTERING 

DAVERIK  ASSOCIATES 
FRED  GRIMALDI 
2  Woodworth  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
282-3961 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

PRINTING  131 
131  Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
723-5130 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

COMMODORE  REALTY  & 
INVESTMENT  CROUP 
David  J.  Vieira,  Broker/Owner 
P.O.  Box  312 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-1507 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES  REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Sblio,BarryWing 
9  Warren  Square 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-2896/  524-6074 

VICTORIAN  BOSTON  PROPERTIES 
Real  Estate  Brokerage  &  Investments 
577  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
536-8700 
ROLFING 
LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
45  Newbury  St.,  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
782-1952/266-8584 

ROOFING 

GREAT  ROOFS 
P.O.  Box  M,  Astor  Station 
Boston,  MA  02123 
282-7078 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

ITA  TRAVEL  SERVICES 
370  Mystic  Ave. 

Somerville,  MA  02145 
776-4340 
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GCN  SEEKS  NEW  HOME 

It  appears  that  our  building  has 
been  sold  and  the  new  owners 
want  to  tear  it  down  as  soon  as 
possiblE.  Please  consider  all 
the  ways  you  could  help:  Help 
us  search  for  possible  spaces 
available  imrnediately.  Spaces 
should  have  2000  sq.  ft.  or  so  of 
floor  space,  be  reasonably  near 
public  transportation  and  not 
cost  more  than  $1000  per 
month.  Consider  a  donation  of 
time  and/or  money  for  the  in¬ 
evitable  moving  costs.  Be 
prepared  to  come  by  a  few  times 
to  lend  a  hand  packing  boxes. 
Call  us-we  have  many  sugges¬ 
tions  as  to  how  you  could  help. 
GCN  is  run  by  Its  membership. 
We  look  to  you  for  help. 

Please  contact  the  GCN  MOVE 
folks  at  426-4469. _ (C) 


PERSONALS _ 

NONMONAGAMOUS  DYKES 

sought  by  writer  for  confidential  inter¬ 
views  to  be  included  in  cover  story  in 
Boston’s  Gay  press.  (Seek  dykes 
w/multi-partnersesp.)  782-0977.  (26) 

I'VE  HAD  TOO  MUCH  MEDIOCRE  SEX 
I’m  a  controlling  bitch  and  I  want  to  be 
out  of  control...!  think.  You  are  a  subtle, 
charismatic,  semi-butchy  LF  looking 
for  a  creative  fuck.  I  want  to  explore  my 
limits.  Write  and  tell  this  athletic  LF 
how  to  doit.  Box  168. _ (M) 

Southern  dyke,  34,  interested  in 
relocating  to  central  MA,  and  becoming 
active  in  the  community.  Anyone  will¬ 
ing  to  tell  me  what's  happening  up 
there?  Thanks,  y’all!  Joanne,  620 
Longview,  Carrollton,  GA  301 1 7.  (26) 

MARRIAGE  OF  CONVENIENCE 
Needed  to  female  US  citizen  who 
desires  immigration  to  Canada  or  Great 
Britain.  Contact  Peter  Hughes,  suite  76, 
282  Parliment  ST.,  Toronto,  Ont.  MSA 
3A4  Canada. _ (27) 

MAKING  GOOD  MUSIC 
I  am  a  singer.  I  enjoy  performing 
various  kinds  of  music.  I  especially  en¬ 
joy  belting  out  an  old  ballad  like  "My 
Man”  or  sweetly  crooning  "Danny 
Boy".  I’m  looking  for  instrumentalists 
interested  in  forming  a  gig.  Please 
write  and/or  leave  your  no.  We’ll 
discuss  possibllltles.Steve,  Box167.(29) 
WHY  HAVENT  YOU  BEEN  MEETING 
THE  RIGHT  PEOPLE? 

Because  you  haven’t  called  BUDDIES  ! 
BUDDIES-  the  personalized  introduc¬ 
tion  service  with  the  largest  gay 
clientelle  in  N.E.  Call  (603)880-7625.(28) 

SINGLE,  FEMALE  AND  GAY? 
Looking  for  a  permanent  relationship,  a 
deeply  satisfying  friendship  or  a  com¬ 
panion  who  shares  your  interests  and 
attitudes?  WOMAN  TO  WOMAN  is  for 
you!  The  professional  introduction  ser¬ 
vice  for  lesbians  In  New  England  area. 
Call  (603)  882-6670.  _ (M) 

PERSONAL  PROFILES 
by  Louise  Delarla 

Teaches  you  to  read  hands  (palmistry). 
Whole-person  viewpoint,  feminist 
orientation.  Call  395-4819  for  info.  (28) 
I  LOVE  YOU,  SARA  K. 

From  the  dyke  who  loves  you  very,  very 
much.  C. _ _ _ (24) 

Articulate,  handsome,  well-travelled, 
socialist,  gentle,  sometimes  strident, 
bearded  man  (43)  who  lives  in  Main^ 
and  writes  on  Germany  looking  for  an 
intelligent  and  energetic  boyfriend 
(under  25).  I’d  be  delighted  to  get  to 
know  you.  Bos  164. _ (28) 

CIRCULATION  SIDEKICK 
GCN’s  busy  Circulation  Manager  needs 
some  help.  The  world  of  circulation  can 
be  yours!  You’ll  do  loads  of  boring 
repetetive  office  work.  Think  of  it  as  a 
form  of  meditation.  A  couple  of  hours  a 
week  will  do,  anytime  during  the  day, 
any  day  of  the  week.  Some  office  skills 
required.  For  more  information,  call 
Marcos  at  426-4469. _ (C) 

PICK  UP  YOUR  MAIL,  PLEASE 
Box  numbers  74,  78,  79,  94,  and  Yale 
Alum  -  the  world  awaits  your  reply!  (C) 

BAIL  FUND 

A  brother  in  struggle  needs  your  help. 
Terry  Cannon  needs  the  help  of  his 
community.  Please  send  any  contribu¬ 
tion  large  or  small  to:  The  Terry  Can- 
nonBall  Fund  C/O  Gay  Community 
News,  167  Tremont  St.  Suite  1C  Boston, 
MA02111.  _ (28) 

GIVESAVEGIVESAVEGIVESAVE 

SAVEGIVESAVEGIVESAVEGIVE 
What  holiday  gift  is  sale-priced  now 
through  Jan.  30? 


What  holiday  gift  is  new  &  original  each 
week  of  the  year? 

Check  the  pages  of  GCN  for  the 
answer! 

POSITION  WANTED 

GM  is  seeking  full  time  position.  In¬ 
terested  in  warehouse  position  or  of¬ 
fice  help.  Good  work  habits  and 
references.  Near  T  helpful.  Call  Ronn  at 
426-4469  or  write:  Ronn  Jackson,  PO 
Box  523  Astor  Station,  Boston,  MA 
02123. _ g8) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MICHIGANDERS 

Now  forming:  University  of  Michigan 
Gay  Alums.  Interested?  Write  Jim  Toy 
R3118  Michigan  Union,  530  S,  State  St. 
Ann  Arbor  48109  or  Mildred  Dickmann 
1728  Allston  Way,  Berkeley  CA  94703. 
Confidentiality  respected. _ (27) 

BOSTON  VOCAL  ENSEMBLE 
SATB  Choral  group  now  auditioning  all 
parts  Jan  20  &  27,  7-10pm.  Call  Amy 
489-2519  or  Ron  267-2335,  eve  or 
266-1300x231  days. _ (27) 

Boston’s  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Plann¬ 
ing  Committee  will  hold  an  open  house 
January  22,  1987  to  welcome  all  in¬ 
terested  community  members.  Take 
this  opportunity  to  put  your  ideas  into 
action.  Call  267-2150  for  details.  (27) 
WELLESLEY  LESBIAN  ALUMNAE 
Network  forming,  interested?  Send 
name,  address,  ideas  to  PO  Box  2347, 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130. _ (27) 

University  of  Massachusetts  Medical 
School  GALA.  Student  BOX  605, 
Worcester,  MA  01605. _ (26) 

EDITORIAL  HELP. 

Volunteers  needed  to  edit  copy,  answer 
correspondence,  perform  general  office 
tasks.  Time  commitment:  2  hrs  weekly 
minimum.  Weekdays  &  Thurs.  and  Fri. 
nights;  possible  take  home  work.  Call 
Loie,  426-4469. _ (C) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 
The  next  gathering  will  be  held  in  the 
Boston  area,  during  the  weekend  of 
March  27th.  We  meet  for  support  &  net¬ 
working  and  welcome  contact  from 
other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of 
Holocaust  Survivors  .  Now,  a  partners 
group  has  also  been  formed  for  women 
who  are  In  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both 
partners.  For  information,  write  Box 
6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call  (617) 
321-4254. _ (35) 

OFF  LINE  AND  INACCESSIBLE! 
OUR  TDD  IS  NOT  WORKING! 

We  hope  this  problem  will  be  resolved 
soon.  Fix-it  people  are  encouraged  to 
call  426-4469  and  ask  for 
Catherine.Sorry,  voice  line  only.  (28) 
ON  LINE  AND  ACCESSIBLE! 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  has  our 
TTY/TDD  Installed  and  ready  for  use! 
We  are  now  accessible  to  the  deaf  and 
hearing  impaired  community.  Our 
TTY/TDD  number  is  (617)  426-0332. 
Typical  GCN  hours  are  10-6  pm,  M-F. 
Spread  the  word! _ (C) 

FLYING  FINGERS  AKA  DATA  ENTRY 
If  you  have  some  time  to  do  data  entry 
for  GCN,  particularity  during  the  day, 
we  have  a  simple  project  that  needs  the 
“special  attention”  only  data  entry  peo¬ 
ple  can  give.  Call  Catherine  at 
426-4469. _ (C) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  Is  looking  for  a 
volunteer  to  write  news  notes.  News 
writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Stephanie  or 
Marcos  at  426-4469  (or  more  info.  (C) 

•  LESBIAN  INCEST  GROUP  • 

0  Sks  new  members.  Tues  7-8:30  ? 

•  pm.  Harv  SQ.  12  wk  commit!-  • 

•  ment.  Experienced  facilitator.  • 

?  Call  Gloria  Melnitzky  for  more  • 
0  information  at  354-62.59.  (27)  S 


ORGANIZATIONS 

D.O.B 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for 
35 -f,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (V14.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V14.15) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian.  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  Tony,  497-8282 
_ _ _ (VI  4.32) 

PROJECT  TRUTH/FREE  WILL 
Info  packet  on  police  abuse  of  gay 
teens,  and  ways  it  can  be  stopped.  1  yr 
membership  $20.  Info  $2  (for  postage  & 
printing)  to:  Project  TRUTH/Free  Will, 
PO  Box  244,  Paramus,  NJ  07653-0244. 
_ (II?) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 

_ (VI  5.23) 


HELP  WANTED 

DISABLED  LESBIAN  NEEDS 
ATTENDANT 

Personal  care  for  disabled  Lesbian  art 
therapist.  $140  clear  for  48  hr  shift/$210 
clear  for  72  hr  shift. 

I  am  paralysed  from  the  neck  down.  I 
need  attendants.  I  prefer  to  hire  Les¬ 
bians.  Most  women  who  work  for  me 
stay  an  average  of  1-2  years.  This 
means  I  need  to  fill  at  least  2  or  3  posi¬ 
tions  a  year.  I  need  women  now  and  will 
need  more  women  over  the  next  year.  I 
need  women  who  will  be  my  body  and 
help  me  do  my  art,  accompany  me  on 
speaking  engagements,  write  for  me, 
help  me  draw  with  my  mouth,  feed  me, 
dress  and  toilet  me,  all  under  my  direc¬ 
tion. 

If  you  have  a  drivers  license,  are  able  to 
lift  110  lbs,  are  a  light  sleeper,  non 
smoker,  reponsible  and  able  to  follow 
directions,  and  are  interested  in  learn¬ 
ing  new  skills,  please  call  Connie  Pan- 
zarino  at  524-0921. _ (30) 

RESORTS _ 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Cozy  woman-only  Inn  located  in  the 
heart  of  snow  country  -  Vermont.  Ski 
from  our  door  on  miles  of  packed  trails. 
Reasonable  rates,  gorgeous  scenery 
from  every  window.  OVi  hrs.  from 
Boston.  Mid-week  discounts.  Cal!  (802) 
533-7772.  _ (29) 

CHECK’ER  OUT 
ATTHECHECK’ERINN 
Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  park¬ 
ing.  Apartments  also  available.  1  block 
bay,  open  year  ’round.  487-9029,  25  Win- 
throp  St.  Provincetown  MA  02657.  (20) 

WINTER  WONDERLAND 
The  down-home  place  of  your  dreams 
in  north  country  New  Hampshire. 
Cross-country  ski  from  our  back  door, 
warm  up  in  the  hot  tub.  Down-hill  ski¬ 
ing,  sleigh  rides  &  skating  nearby.  You 
owe  yourself  a  visit  to  the  Highlands 
Inn.  (603)  869-3978.  Box  118G 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  Grace  &  Judi, 
Inn  keepers. _ (34) 

TRAVEL _ 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  Street 
at  Boston’s  Park  Plaza 
_ (E) 

SWEET  CAROLINE 

A  new  women's  guest  house  right 
around  the  corner  from  Duval  Street  in 
Historic  Key  West.  Patricia  Major,  MD, 
owner.  529  Caroline  Street,  Key  West, 
FL,  33040,  or  call  (305)  296-5173  (28) 


HELP  WANTED 

GCN  JOB  OPENING 
GCN  is  seeking  a  CIRCULATION 
MANAGER/STAFF  WRITER.  Begin 
1-3/87.  Research  and  write  news  stories 
of  int  to  nat’l  readership.  Coordinate 
wkly  mailing  of  paper  by  volunteers, 
process  subs  and  renewals.  Requires 
writing  skills  -t-  abll  to  work 
w/deadlines,  interpersonal,  org  recor¬ 
dkeeping  skills.  Knowledge  of  data  en¬ 
try  and/or  computers  helpful. 

Position  requires  familiarity  w/gay  and 
lesbian  community;  commitment  to 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism, 
anti-racism,  and  collective  decision 
making;  awareness  of  class  issues. 

Sal  $180/wk  -I-  4  wks  pd  vac.  complete 
helath/life  ins.  Resumes  to  GCN 
Circ/Wriler  Search,  167  Tremont  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02111.  Lesbians  and  gay 
men  of  color  particularly  encouraged  to 
apply. _ (C) 

GCN  JOB  OPENING 
GCN  is  currently  accepting  applica¬ 
tions  for  a  Design  Director  (available  on 
or  before  Feb  1.,  1987).  Establish  overall 
design  of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the 
layout  and  proofreading  functions  on 
production  night.  Design  (or  assign  to 
volunteer  artists)  front  cover, 
centerspread  artwork/layout,  and  book 
supplement  graphics,  as  well  as  promo¬ 
tional  brochures,  leaflets,  etc. 
Qualifications:  Strong  graphic 
design/art  skills.  Familiarity  with  type 
specifications,  knowledge  of  printing 
techniques  and  previous  related  ex¬ 
perience  preferred. 

Salaries/Benefits:  $180/week  and  fully 
paid  health  and  life  insurance,  sick 
time  and  four  weeks’  paid  vacation. 
Each  position  offers  the  staff  member 
responsibility  for  his/her  own  job,  with 
some  flexible  hours  and  ample  room  for 
innovation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  immediately  to  GCN 
Search  Committee,  Gay  Community 
News,  167  Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  coior  are  par- 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply.  (C) 

ADVERTISING  SALES 
Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing 
advertising  for  the  nation’s  premiere 
gay/lesbian  newsweekly,  GAY  COM¬ 
MUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high 
commissions,  leads  and  staff  support. 
If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising 
Manager  at(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to 
GCN,  167  Tremont  Street  Boston,  MA 
02111. _ (C) 


HELP  WANTED 

OFFICE  MGR/SECY 
immediately  for  small  union  office. 
Ability  to  organize  own  work,  good  typ¬ 
ing  &  people  skills,  friendly  phone  man¬ 
ner.  Good  position  for  self-starter  who 
works  independently  &  has  initiative. 
Good  benefits  &  regular  raises.  40  hr 
week.  $16,232.  Call  426-7075.  (27) 

FOUNDATION  POSITION 
Funding  Exchange,  a  national  network 
of  14  community  based  funds  which 
support  progressive  political  activism, 
seeks  program  staff  person  to  coor¬ 
dinate  technical  assistance  and  other 
membership  programs.  Strong  com¬ 
munication  and  administrative  skills 
and  prior  experience  with  non-porfits 
needed.  Salary:  $24,000,  generous 
benefits.  Send  resume  including 
political/community  work  to:  Staff 
Search,  Funding  Exchange,  666  Broad¬ 
way,  New  York,  NY  10012.  Deadline: 
January  31,  1987.  Third  World  can- 
didates  encouraged  to  apply. _ (26) 

SOUTH  AFRICA  ACTIVIST 
Person  with  organizing  experience 
wanted  for  anti-aparthied  and  related 
Southern  Africa  work,  as  well  as  a  varie¬ 
ty  of  other  responsibiities.  40-50  hrs/wk. 
$12,000  and  benefits,  women  and  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  especially  encouraged  to 
apply.  Write  or  call  for  job  description 
to  Hiring  Committee,  Boston  Mobiliza¬ 
tion  for  Survival,  11  Garden  SI.  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02138  (617)  354-0008.  (25) 

PART  TIME  ATTENDANT 
Care  for  dis  feminist  writer.  Hrs.  need¬ 
ed  very  flex,  weekend  am.  vital,  others 
avail,  ask.  No  lifting  nec,  but  I  prefer 
those  w/sirength  &  balance.  Exp  not 
nec,  will  train,  but  need  reliable  (male 
too!)  feminists.  Call  232-5956  pm.  Let 
phone  ring. _ (^) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITY 

IN  PROVINCETOWN 
Live  in  maintenance/houskeeping  posi¬ 
tion  for  women’s  guesthouse.  Im¬ 
mediate  year  round  opening.  Gabriel’s. 
(617)  487-3232. _ (27) 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
National  Lawyers  Guild.  Progressive 
legal  organization.  Fundraising, 
organizing,  admin.  Exp.  desires.  Wkg 
knowledge  NLG  preferred.$30,0(X)  -t- 
benefits.  Starts  6/1.  Resume  &  letter  to 
NLG-PO  853  Broadway,  17  fl,  NTC 
10003.  Deadline  2-26-87. _ (26) 

RARE  OPPORTUNITY 
NH  based  Professional  Gay  Introduc¬ 
tion  Service  seeks  ambitious,  career- 
minded,  and  responsible  individual 
with  ability  to  deal  with  people  effec¬ 
tively.  Sales  experience  a  plus.  Salary 
-t-  commission.  Excellent  earning 
potential.  Hours  12  to  8  p.m.  Call  (603) 
880-7626. _ (26) 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•  DEADLINE;  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


.STATE. 


APT. 

-ZIP. 


PHONE  L 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

1 

1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


or  part  thereof: 


Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business  _. 

_  X 

1.00 

Business 

7.00 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Business 

.  X 

.75 

Non-Business _ 

_ X 

.50 

TOTAL 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  = 

TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  = _ 

4 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  =  _ 

SUBTOTAL 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


10%  = 
15%  = 
20%  = 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


for  21-30  consec.  wks 
for  31  -H  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 
Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.(X)  = 

Tearshts:  ffwks _ xl.OO  = 

TOTAL  = 
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TRY  GCN’s 

“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


SUNNY  JP  APARTMENT 

2  LF  seek  3rd  to  share  3  BR  apt  w/yard, 
porch,  3  biks  frm  T.  Semi-veg.,  pets  ok. 
Avail  Feb  1.  524-3229.  Help  us  create  an 
interdependent  household. _ (^) 

VISIT  ROXBURY,  THEN  DECIDE 
Rmmts  wanted  to  share  compl.  renov. 
Viet,  w/yds  Fort  Hill/Kittridge  Sq.  few 
min/wk  to  new  Orange  line.  No 
pets/smokers.  Call  Peter  445-4731  for 
more  info.  $325/mo  includes  heat.  (27) 

CAMBRIDGE  ASAP 
LF  for  sm  Bdrm  on  T.  Pkng  avail.  Non 
smoker  drug  free.  No 
pefs-sorry!$232.50  /mo  ht  &  hw  incl. 
Semi-veg  pref.  Let’s  talk.  491-8086. 
Leave  message. _ (*26) 

Seeking  LF  to  share  unfurn  2y2  Bdrm 
apt  near  Fitchburg  State  College  w/d  no 
smokers/pets/drugs.  $292.5  -i-  includes 
heat.  1-342-4031  evenings  late. _ (27) 

SOMERVILLE— UNION  SQUARE 
LF  seeks  same  for  cozy  2-BR  apt  nr  T, 
Sk  communicative,  E— Z  going  Individ 
with  sense  of  humor.$300  -i- .  Pam 
623-1835.  Days  277-5280. _ {26) 

LF  25  -f  to  share  nice  5  room  apt  in  Nor¬ 
wood.  All  furnished;  clean,  neat  and 
safe  too.  Avail  Feb.  1st.  $225  plus  util. 
Call  762-2078.  Sorry  no  pets. _ (26) 

Seeking  1  LF  for  4  woman  household. 
We  have  3  cats  and  1  smoker.  Rent  is 
$237.50  +  .  Please  call  628-5758.  (26) 

GREAT  DEAL 

Gay  male  with  health  problem  seeks 
pleasant,  intelligent  person  to  share  Ig. 
2  bdrm  apt  in  the  So.  End  area.  $250 
util.  338-0858. _ (26) 

GM  w/m-cat  Ikg  4  apt  or  rmmt  2  shr  apt 
by  4/1.  Max  rnt  $350  inc  util.  Yr  sx-pref 
no  iss.  Interested-hav  frnt  int,  call 
George:  288-7626.  6-10PM. _ (26) 

Som;  3  LF  seek  4th  for  spacious 
apt.$218-(-  ut.  No  drugs,  life  ale, 
628-4532  Iv  message.  Avail  immed.  (26) 

BROOKLINE/BOSTON 
GF  35,  seeks  mat.  considerate  clean 
GF  spirtl.  veg.  Would  be  nice  no  hvy 
drugs,  alc-smk  ok  for  rent  cont.  nice  2 
bdr.  apt  on  Green  line.  $257.50  incis 
heat,  no  pets.  ASAP.  232-3139.  (26) 

LF  sks  LF  or  LF  couple  to  shr  hse  in  Lit¬ 
tleton  on  lake.  Alc-i-drg  free,  no 
smk/pets.  12  stepper  or  veggie  a  plus. 
$350-650 -H.  Call  Annie 486-3791.  (26) 

ARLINGTON 

Feminist  and/or  lesbian  woman  wanted 
for  lovely  duplex  with  IF,  1M.  Deck, 
fireplace,  close  to  pond  and  MBTA  — 
646-7968. _ (26) 

Seeking  LF  to  share  turn  2  bdrm  apt  in 
Boston.  NearT.  Pkg  avail,  laundry,  pool, 
garden.  Must  be  neat/resp.  No  smokers/ 
pets.  $375  incl.  heat.  536-0147.(26) 


MEDFORD  NEAR  TUFTS 

2  LFs  sk  3rd  woman  25  + ,  semi-veg,  no 
smoke,  shr  food  &  some  meals.  Have 
cat,  no  dogs.  On  qt  st,  prkg,  W/D,  yard. 
300 -t-  heat.  395-9021. _ (^) 

JLF  sks  respon  feminist  F  for  homey  2 
BR  Dav.  Sq  apt  285-1-.  Avail,  now!  No 
pet,  smk,  drg,  min.  ale.  12  steppers  esp 
O.A.  welcome.  623-8659. _ (26) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

LIVING  SPACE  SOUGHT 

Politically  balanced  drug  &  alcohol 
free,  no  smoke/pet,  veggi  lesbian  seeks 
living  space  in  Brighton,  J.P.  area. 
Please  call  426-9448  9-5  M-F  days.  (26) 
APARTMENT/ROOM  WANTED 
Nonsmok  LF  37  sks  am  apt  or  share 
2  -I-  BR  apt.  Clean/safe  area  near  T 
Leave  message  Ellen  324-6696.  (26) 

OFFICE  SPACE 

Sought  by  LF  therapist  2  days/wk  prefer 
JP  start  Mar/Apr.  Will  pay  to  share  Yr  in- 
home  office  or  commercial  space.  Call 
522-7620. _ (M) 

REAL  ESTATE 

VT  HANDYMAN'S  SPECIAL 
LAKE  CHAMPLAIN  AREA 
23  ACRES  -  $34,900 
Prime  acreage  and  old  house  needing 
restoration.  Walking  distance  to  beach, 
10  minuted  drive  to  marina  and  golf 
course.  Owner  must  sell  and  offers 
financing  Other  parcels  available,  call: 
802-223-8969. _ (26) 

LIVE  AT 
TODDY  POND 
PENOBSCOT,  ME 
5  MINUTES  OCEAN 
12  ACRES  -  $14,000 
Surveyed,  warranty  deed,  owner  will 
finance.  Call  soon:  603-433-1 157.  (26) 


APARTMENTS 

NATICK 


3  rm  w/deck,  priv  entrance,  tor  1  person. 
Close  to  trans.  $550  all  utils,  incl.  No 
pets.  655-0409.  _ (26) 

Brockton,  nice  1  &  2  BR  modern  kitch  & 
baths  w/w  carpet,  off  st  pkg.  Lau  fac. 
$450  &  up.  Ask  for  Doug  828-1744.  (27) 
GARDEN  APT  WINTHROP 
Private  deck,  ocean  view,  2BR,  den,  I  r, 
dr,  kit,  maid  &  butler  pantries,  Jacuzzi, 
bath,  utilities  incl.  $1200  mo.  ref  please. 
846-9163  Avail  Feb  1st.  (27) 


Lowell  2  BDRM  newren,  w/w 
dishw/disp-  close  to  public  T,  no  pets 
$600 -t- .  Also  2  BDRM  newren,  w/w,  no 
pets  $550-1-.  Call  aft  6  or  wknd 
1-374-6618. _ (26) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1.  (U 
repair).  Delinquent  tax  property. 
Repossessions.  Call  1-805-687-6000 
Ext.  H-1437  for  current  repo  list.  (34) 


iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimmiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiNiiiiiiiiiii 


Check  out  GCN 
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PUBLICATIONS _ 

THE  MOST  SEX  YOU'VE  HAD  WHILE 
LAUGHING  IS  IN  .  .  . 

Bizarro  in  Love,  the  first  comic  lesbian 
sex  novella.  Follow  the  sexploits  of 
Bebe  Ziarro  in  this  hot,  hilarious, 
romantic,  one-of-a-kind  fantasy.  Send 
$6.95 1 J.  Stafford,  227A  Vicente  St.,  SF, 
CA  94127.  Now  on  sale  at  alternative 
bookstores  for  $7.95. _ (24) 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the 
National  coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  an¬ 
nouncements  of  interest  to  the  national 
Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4 
issues)  $10.  To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  930 
F  Street,  NW  no  514,  Wash.,  DC  20004. 
Black/Out:  Because  silence  is  costly.() 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (V15.18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 
off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  'off  out  backs'  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $11/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of 
Feminism,  Spirituality,  and  Politics," 
an  inspiring  international  quarterly 
publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4 
issues:  singles  issues  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 
ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertain¬ 
ment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus 
timely  sexual  advice  and  news  colums. 
We  are  quarterly,  national,  unique  and 
provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94142. _ (ex) 


SERVICES 

**TAX  TAMER**  Expert  income  tax 
work  at  reasonable  rates.  Long  or  short 
forms,  6  years  pro  experience  gay  own¬ 
ed  and  operated.  436-2583.  (39) 

PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care 
•Sports  Medicine 

•Diagnosis  &  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Otfice 
Conlidentiat 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1 755  Beacon  Street,  ^ookline  232- 1459 

RESUMES  THAT  WORK 

$35 

Includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 

BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  lADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since 

Insurance  Accepted 

739-7360 


'ICES  I 

)L4  2 

J 


MASS  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


MOVERS _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
^ _ (1) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 
(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

Gay  owned  business 
Liscenced  and  Insured  MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 
_ (1) 

JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (1) 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037  or  322-7373  Pat 
_ _  (V14.6) 

THE  MARAKESH  EXPRESS 
"16  years  of  quality  service** 
Licensed  &  Insured  MDPU  21412 
Visa  and  Mastercharge  accepted 
New  and  inexpensive  used  cartons 
"Call  661-0550  Anytime** 
_ (V14.5) 


Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MPDU  #24184 
522-0826 

_ _ (J) 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
Lie.  and  INS. 


236-1848 


Gay 

Community 

News 

is  available  on  microfilm 

$33 

per  volume 

Mail  check  or  money 
order  to: 

GCN 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  fl. 
Boston,  MA  02111 
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Prisoners 

Seeking 


TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OI 
KISON  FIOHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE] 
lAlexindar  Berknwn,  Priaon  Memoirs  ol  ti 
InercWsG 


FEB.  IS  BLACK  HISTORY  MONTH! 

I  Plack  gay  &  lesbian  prisoners  &| 
friends  are  weicome  to  submit  short  i 
ietters,  drawings  &  poems  —  BY  JAN.  I 
15!!!  —  on  how  biack  people  are  part] 
of  the  gay/lesbian  ‘community’  (and  I 
aiso  on  how  they  are  not);  and  on  how 
relationships  between  biack  &  white 
prisoners  are  discouraged  as  part  of 
the  prisons’  divide-and-conquer  | 
technique  of  racism  and  fear  of  iove 
between  prisoners. 


WOMEN  PRISONERS!!! 

Sit  right  down  (please)  &  take 
la  minute  to  tell  us  what's  on 
I  your  minds.  This  spring  we're 
■  doing  a  special  issue  of  YOUR 
I  letters,  poems  &  drawings!  It's 
loK  if  you  don't  want  your 
I  name  or  address  used  (and 
it's  OK  if  you  do).  We  need  to 
hear  from  you  by  March  1. 
Send  us  anything:  short  or 
long;  thoughts,  comments, 
feefings,  letters;  whatever 
I  makes  you  angry  or  hopeful, 

I  sad  or  ^rong. 

Here  are  some  ideas  to  get 
I  you  going:  LOVING  & 
LUSTING  RELATIONSHIPS, 

1  NEED  FOR  LEGAL  SUPPORT 
AND  HEALTH  CARE,  HOW 
ITHEY  KEEP  PRISONERS 
FIGHTING  EACH  OTHER 
(INSTEAD  OF  THEIR  STUPID 
RULES),  &  HOW  YOU  STAY ! 
'TOGETHER'. 

Tell  your  story!  Help  make 
lesbians  in  prison  VISIBLE! 

(to  outside  folks).  No  need  for  ] 
"special  writing  talent"  — 
just  speak  out  in  your  own 
voice. 


HUNDREDS  OF  MEN  (& 
WOMEN)  THROWN  TOGETHER 
BY  THE  SYSTEM,  SOMETIMES 
FOR  YEARS  AT  A  STRETCH, 
AND  THE  WORST  INSULT  THEY 
CAN  THROW  AT  EACH  OTHER 
IS  THAT  THEY  MIGHT  WANT  TO 
MAKE  LOVE  TO  EACH  OTHER 
—  Send  for  a  copy  of  Eric 
Mann’s  ‘Red  Prison  Movement’  if 
you’re  Interested  in  an  excellent 
piece  on  the  need  to  get 
yourselves  (ourselves!)  together 
against  prison  bullshit.  Write 
GCN  for  a  copy  of  ‘RPM’.  IT’S 
HOT!  (and  short  too!)  (smile) 


BOSTON  AREA  READERS! 
Prison  Book  Program  will  be  j 
sending  out  books  to 
prisoners  (some  gay/lesbian, 
some  not)  on  SUNDAY, 
JANUARY  25  from  Redbook 
Store,  92  Green  St.  OP)  ffom  4 
to  8.  If  interested  in  dropping 
by  for  awhile  (or  dropping  by 
some  books),  call  Mike  at 
GCN  426-4469.  Thanks. 


S»4 


"O' 


DhAfK  Ptii  PAl 


I  like  to  read  to  pass  the  time 
(especially  horror  stories!).  Please 
send  me  your  packet  on  AIDS  too  as 
information  is  very  scarce  in  here. 
And  if  someone  wanted  a  penpal.  I’d 
love  to  write.  Jeff  HERSHBERGER, 
208211,  Box  B,  Anamosa  I A  52205. 

I  am  a  Black  female  impersonator, 
smooth  body,  long  black  hair,  middle 
dark,  love  to  party  but  don’t  drink. 
Very  lonely  Aries,  like  to  dance,  read 
and  much  more.  My  street  name  is 
‘Diane’.  Please  write.  Ronnie  ROSS, 
150217,  Box  900,  Jefferson  City  MO 
65102. _ 

Gay  male  would  like  penpal.  You  can 
brighten  my  dreary  days  with  your  let¬ 
ter  (and  pix,  if  you  like).  Loving  and 
hot!  Lonny  PAUL,  802318A-05,  Box  B,  | 
Anamosa  lA  52205. _ 

Lonely.  I’d  like  some  friends  in  the  I 
free  world.  If  anyone  wishes  to  write  | 
I’ll  gladly  reply.  Bobby  COGGINS, 
78522,  LaGrange  KY  40032. _ 

Bi-male,  looking  tor  some  sort  of  a  I 
relationship.  Only  serious  need  reply.  | 
George  CAMPBELL,  174395,  Box  500, 
Ionia  Ml  48846. _ 

I’ve  been  in  PC  (‘protective’  custody  - 
isolation)  for  the  last  year.  It’s  the  on¬ 
ly  way  to  meet  others  like  myself  who 
share  a  common  bond  of  unity.  I’d  like 
to  write  someone.  I’m  interested  in 
C&W  music,  love  sex  and  am  an  artist 
by  ‘trade’.  Thank  you  for  caring.  Terry 
Dale  GOFF.  098206  (711),  1150  SW 
Allapattah  Rd,  Indiantown  FL  33456 


COPYING  HELP  NEEDED! 

1 1  need  some  help  copying  legal  I 
I  documents  for  a  lawsuit.  If  you  can 
help  out  please  write  Sonya  CLARK, 

1 17400,  C-2  corridor,  1479  Collins  Ave,  | 
Marysville  OH  43040. 

I  24  yr  old  Black  female  looking  tor  a  I 
feminine  gay  young  lady.  I  would  like 
to  correspond.  Please  enclose  a 
photo  if  possible.  Monique 
WILLIAMS,  7352,  PO  Box  180,  Muncy  | 
PA  17756. _ _ 

I  am  warm,  affectionate  with  a  I 
generous  heart  and  intelligent  mind.  I 
adore  feminine  women.  I  am  single. 
Black,  West  Indian  features,  and  very  | 
athletic.  Please  write  Linda  RINGO, 
Box  535,  Jessup  MD  20794. _ 

Ace  of  Hearts 

1  You  better  get  your  boat  out,  because  I 
it’s  going  to  be  a  long  ride,  because  I 
have  a  lot  of  love  for  you,  and  we’re 
going  to  keep  pushing  through  the 
waves.  And  be  together  some  day. 

I  This  one’s  yours,  Hotpants.  I  love  you,  | 
j  and  Poo-Tinkie  too.  Carla  ZAUCHA, 
904-923,  Box  535,  Jessup  MD  20794. 
Lesbian  would  like  to  hear  from  other  I 
I  lesbians  in  prison  or  in  the  free  world. 

love  music,  kids,  poetry  and  writing. 

I  It's  lonely  in  here.  I’d  like  a  penpal  to 
share  our  thoughts  and  interests. 

I  Marcia  STAACK,  W24343-46090,  PO  | 
Box  1800,  Norco  CA  91760. 


Sweet  19  yr  old  looking  for  outside] 
friends.  Loves  rock  n  roll.  Seeking 
serious  friendship.  Go  by  ‘Peaches’. 
Brett  RAGSDALE,  359069,  Box  128 1 
-Beto  I,  Tennessee  Colony  TX  75861. 

In  NEED  of  contact  from  the  real 
world.  Can  be  hard  and  dominet  or  I 
soft  sweet  and  sensative.  Wish  to  | 
hear  from  anyone.  Race  unimportant. 
Ray  KNIER,  86C-125,  Box  B,  Dan-  j 
nemora  NY  12929. _ 

Gayest  among  ten  thousand 
altogether  lovely  TVs  and  TSs.  Who 
are  comfortable  in  both  the  real  world 
and  that  of  her  imagination.  Man 
wants  to  relocate.  Need  a  sponsor  to  ■ 
help  develop  parole  plan.  Michael 
MORGAN,  147-338,  Box  57.  Marion 
OH  43302. _ 

Young,  petite  gay  male  seeks  real ! 
man.  Prisoner  okay.  If  you  send  pic. 
I’ll  do  the  same.  Good  hot  smut  let- 1 
ters  get  first  reply,  especially  from 
real  Black  stud,  100  percent  man. 
Mike  BENSON,  43022,  2605  State  St, 
Salem  OR  97310. _ 

Bi-male  seeks  loyal  Queen  lady  for  I 
correspondence,  friendship  and  ef- 
fection.  I’m  openminded,  sincere, 
sensitive  and  very  affectionate.  Allen 
DEWITT,  83A3586,  Box  149,  Attica  NY  ] 
14011. _ 

I’m  a  very  clean  guy,  love  to  dress  and 
look  my  best  at  all  times.  I’m  in-  ] 
telligent  and  put  all  of  me  into  a  rela¬ 
tionship.  Please  write.  Randy 
WILLIAMS,  EF-169455,  Reidsville  GA 
30499 


( 
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January  18 
to 

January  31 

18  Sunday 

Boston  —  Boston  Intercollegiate  Lesbian  & 
Gay  Alliance  trip  to  Provincetown.  Info: 
437-7399. 

Boston  —  The  Ionian  Society,  gay/lesbian 
people  of  Greek  heritage,  game  night.  6PM. 
Info:  Helena,  625-3172,  or  Stephanie, 
894-8363. 

Cambridge  —  Cambridge  Lesbian 
Neighbors  potiuck  brunch.  Noon.  Info: 
547-8916. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Disabled  Lesbians  discus¬ 
sion  group.  1-3PM.  New  members 
welcome.  Wheelchair  accessible.  ASL 
“spoken.”  Info:  524-1890. 


A  Question  of  Silence,  21  thursday 


19  monday 

Cambridge  —  Black  &  White  Men 
Together/Boston  2nd  annual  Marthin 
Luther  King,  Jr.,  Day  Brunch.  Phillips 
Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard.  2-4PM.  Info: 
426-5472. 

20  tuesday 

Boston  —  “Say  It  Sister”,  hosted  by  Kate 
Rushin.  WMBR,  88.1  FM.  7-8PM. 

Boston  —  New  England  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Veterans  monthly  meeting.  Hill  House,  74 
Joy  St.,  Beacon  Hill.  Info:  David, 
262-9793. 

Cambridge  —  Beginning  karate.  Sanchin 
Women’s  School  of  Karate  and  Self- 
Defense,  595  Mass.  Ave.  6-7 :30PM.  Info: 
868-3554. 

21  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Boston  NOW’s  Lesbian  Rights 
Task  Force  meeting.  971  Commonwealth 
Ave.  7PM.  Info:  782-1056. 

Cambridge  —  Politics  of  Fat  discussion 
group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St., 
Central  Sq.  7:30PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

22  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  production  night.  All 
welcome.  Proofreading:  until  8PM.  Paste¬ 
up:  8PM-on.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Boston  —  Open  House  with  Boston’s 
gay/iesbian  pride  planning  group.  34 
Edgerly  Rd.  7:30PM.  Info:  267-2150,  or 
Pride  Celebrations,  P.O.  Box  8916,  Boston, 
02114. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Liberation. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.,  Central 
Sq.  8PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  —  “Class  and  Race  in  Feminist 
Theory,”  a  presentation  by  Karen  Sacks. 
Northeastern  Univ.,  Ell  Bldg.,  Frost 
Lounge.  8PM. 


Cambridge  —  Abortion  rights  celebration 
with  Semenya  McCord,  Mill  Bermejo  and 
others.  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  7:30PM.  Free. 
Info:  782-1056. 

Boston  —  “The  Group,”  a  social  support 
group  for  lesbians  and  gays  ages  22  and 
over,  first  meeting.  Hill  House,  74  Joy  St., 
Beacon  Hill.  7:30PM.  Info:  Michael 
Burham,  236-7887. 

Cambridge  —  The  Confrontation  and  A 
Question  of  Silence.  MIT,  Rm  10-250,  enter 
at  main  domed  building  on  Mass.  Ave. 
7PM.  Info:  253-3599. 

Cambridge  —  Underground  Railway 

Theater  presents  Only  13  Years  to  the  End 
of  the  Century.  Cambridge  Institute  for  the 
Arts  and  Sciences,  21  Notre  Dame  Ave. 
8PM.  $6  in  advance,  $8  at  door.  Info: 
497-6136. 

23  friday 

Boston  —  Selections  from  the  National 
Video  Festival.  Boston  Film/Video  Founda¬ 
tion,  1126  Boylston  St.  8PM.  $5,  $4  for 
members.  Info:  536-1540. 

Brookline  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of 
Jamaica  Plain  skating.  Lars  Anderson  ice 
rink.  7-10PM. 

Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Boston  —  Cultural  Extravaganza  of  Color, 
celebration  of  traditional  music  and  dance. 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  7:30PM.  Info: 
536-7940,  X103. 

Allston  —  Double  Edge  Theater  presents 
Song  of  Absence  in  the  Fall  of  the  Ashen 
Reign,  directed  by  Stacy  Klein.  Double 
Edge  Theater,  5  St.  Luke’s  Rd.  8PM.  Free. 
Info:  254-4228. 

Cambridge  —  Angry  Arts  presents  The 
Good  Fight,  marking  the  50th  anniversary 
of  the  Spanish  Civil  War.  Cambridge  YWCA, 
7  Temple  St.,  Central  Sq.  7:30PM. 
Through  Sun.  Info:  625-9279. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  “Mother  Country,”  a  play 
about  mothers  in  the  ’80s.  Unitarian 
Church,  Centre  &  Eliot  Sts.  8PM.  $5.  Info: 
524-3541. 

Cambridge  —  Joann  Loulan:  “What’s  So 
Funny  About  Lesbian  Sex?”  a  lecture  for 
women.  First  Church  Congregational.  8PM. 
$6.50  advance,  $8  at  door.  Info:  547-1378. 


24  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Community  Party  sponsored 
by  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee . 
Entertainment:  United  Fruit  Co.  First  Parish 
Church,  3  Church  St.  9PM.  Info: 
522-4368. 

Cambridge  —  15th  birthday  celebration  of 
the  Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.,  Cen¬ 
tral  Sq.  2-5PM.  Info:  354-8807.  All  women 
and  children  welcome,  wheelchair  accessi¬ 
ble. 

Boston  —  Forum:  Lesbians  and  Gays  under 
Attack:  Organizing  the  Fightback.  Main 
speaker  —  Carmen  Roundtree.  Emmanuel 
Church,  15  Newbury  St.  6:30PM.  Info: 
424-1176. 

Boston  —  The  Diane  Ponzio  Trio. 
Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St.  9-1 1PM. 
Info:  423-7730. 

Cambridge  —  Day-long  workshop  for 
women  about  lesbian  sex  with  Joann 
Loulan,  First  Church  Congregational. 
$45-75.  Info:  547-1378. 

25  Sunday 

Cambridge  —  Readings  from  Naming  the 
Violence:  Speaking  Out  About  Lesbian  Bat¬ 
tering.  New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hamp¬ 
shire  St.  3-5PM.  Info:  561-0986. 


Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Neighbors  brunch.  Doyle’s  Cafe, 
Washington  St.  11AM. 

Boston  —  Rock  Against  Sexism  presents 
Tea  Dance  (Disc  Party).  1270  Club,  1270 
Boylston  St.  6-10PM.  $2  donation. 
Everyone  over  21  is  welcome.  Info: 
789-5853. 

Watertown  —  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Water- 
town  (GLOW)  monthly  meeting.  7PM.  Info: 
891-3781. 

Cambridge  —  GALA  monthly 
potiuck/social.  6PM.  Somerville/Medford 
GALA  members  invited.  Info:  Dan, 
648-7411,  or  Kathryn,  661-6896. 

Boston  —  D.  0.  B.  17th  birthday  party. 
Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St.  6PM.  All 
women  welcome.  Info:  661-3633. 

27  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Battered  Women’s  Support 
Group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St, 
Central  Sq.  6:30-8PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  —  Legacy  drop-in  for  gay/lesbian 
elders.  GLCS,  6  Hamilton  PI.  11AM-5PM. 
Info:  725-3485. 

Cambridge  —  “Say  It  Sister,” 

newsmagazine.  WMBR,  88.1  FM.  7-8PM. 

Boston  —  Public  forum:  Who’s  Judging  the 
Judges?  Sponsored  by  the  National 
Lawyer’s  Guild.  Suffolk  University,  Fenton 
Bldg.,  Rm.  603.  7:30PM.  Info:  227-7335. 

28  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Boston  Bisexual  Men’s  Net¬ 
work.  Old.  Cambridge  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  7:30PM.  Info:  247-6683. 

29  thursday 

Boston  —  Mass.  College  of  Art  AIDS  art  ex¬ 
hibit  opening.  Tower  Bldg.,  621  Huntington 
Ave.  5-7PM.  Free.  Info:  254-0571. 

Cambridge  —  Allegra  Coffeehouse  featur¬ 
ing  Pumping  Iron  II:  The  Women  and  a  live 
demonstration  by  Bodyworks  weight- 
lifters.  YWCA,  7  Temple  PI.  7:30PM.  $3-6. 
Info:  547-1378. 


AIDS:  The  Paul  Cronan  Story,  30  friday 


30  friday 

Cambridge  —  Legacy  potiuck  for  gay/les¬ 
bian  elders.  15  Pearl  St.,  Central  Sq.  Info- 
725-3485. 

Brookline  —  “Jewish  Gay/Lesbian  Life  in 
theU.  S.  S.  R.,”  a  slide  show  and  discus¬ 
sion  with  Am  Tikva.  Potiuck  social  to  follow. 
1762  Beacon  St.,  Workman’s  Circle.  All 
welcome.  Info:  782-8894. 

Boston  —  “AIDS:  The  Paul  Cronan  Story.  ’  ’ 
10-11PM.  WBZ-TV4. 

31  Saturday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Neighbors  tour  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts. 
Meet  at  West  Wing  entrance.  Huntington 
Ave.  11AM.  Free.  Info:  522-6090. 

Worcester  —  AIDS  Forum  with  speakers 
and  workshops.  Central  Library,  Salem  St. 
Noon-5PM.  Info:  Dana,  756-6681. 


Homo  Videos 

As  the  Christmas  movies  —  which 
dealt  with  such  fascinating  topics  as 
people-eating  plants  and  defrocked 
Jesuits  —  slowly  fade  to  black  and  the 
newest  spring  offerings  —  we’ve  been 
promised  Friday  the  13th  VII  and 
Fraternity  Vacation  II  —  begin  to 
flicker  on  the  screen,  lesbians  and  gay 
men  may  want  to  rush  to  the  nearest 
video  store  to  see  what  the  pickings 
are.  Right  now  they  are  not  bad. 

By  far  the  two  hottest  gay-themed 
movies  are  Parting  Glances  and 
Desert  Hearts,  both  brand  new  to  the 
rental  market.  Glances  is  the  story  of 
two  gay  men  who  are  having  trouble 
separating  when  one  of  them  is  about 
to  leave  the  country  for  two  years.  The 
situation  is  complicated  when  the  one 
staying  home  realizes  he  has  always 
really  loved  his  best  friend  who  is  dying 
of  AIDS.  Parting  Glances  only  played  in 
Boston  for  a  few  weeks,  so  this  is  a 
good  time  to  catch  it  for  the  first  time, 
or  even  a  second. 

Desert  Hearts  from  the  novel  by 
Jane  Rule,  is  about  lesbians,  coming 
out,  the  1950s,  the  freedom  of  the  wide 
open  space  as  opposed  to  the  uptight 
sophistication  of  the  city.  It  was  a  hugh 
success  when  it  played  commercially, 
with  many  women  seeing  it  again  and 
again.  (For  anyone  interested  in  exact¬ 
ly  what  they  were  doing  in  the  famous 
sex  scene,  the  freeze  frame  of  the  VCR 
is  invaluable.) 

On  the  high-tone  artistic  level  there 
is  now  available  the  doucmentary  Cad¬ 
mus  at  80,  a  wonderfully  revealing  in¬ 
terview  with,  and  exploration  of  the 
work  of,  Paul  Cadmus,  one  of  the 
gayest  artists  America  has  ever  pro¬ 
duced.  And  just  as  artistic  is  Derek  Jar¬ 
man’s  striking  —  and  surreal  —  recrea¬ 
tion  of  the  life  of  Renaissance  painter 
Caravaggio.  Cadumus  is  perfect  for  TV, 
and  while  Caravaggio  may  loose 
something  on  the  smaller  screen,  its 
slow  pacing  may  be  more  suited  to  a 
living  room  than  a  theater. 

Also  on  the  art  circuit  is 
Fassbinder’s  The  Marriage  of  Maria 
Braun,  one  of  his  best,  and  Goddard’s 
controversial  Hail  Mary.  Maria  Braun  is 
worth  it  just  to  see  Hanna  Schygulla’s 
outfits,  and  Haii  Mary  is  quite  a  sweet 
movie  that  may  be  a  hit  with  lesbians 
interested  in  goddess  mythology  and 
parthenogenesis,  and  basketball.  Also 
not  to  be  missed  by  any  fans  of  Barbra 
Striesand  is  the  release  of  her  two  TV 
specials  —  My  Name  is  Barbra  and 
Coior  Me  Barbra  —  from  the  mid-’60s. 
Who  ever  remembered  that  TV  was  so 
great? 

So  when  the  movie  listings  are  grim, 
and  the  thought  of  plunking  down 
$5.50  is  even  grimmer,  scout  around  for 
an  available  VCR  and  watch  what  you 
want  to  watch  for  a  change. 

— Michael  Bronski 


Movie  House  Reopens 

There  is  also  some  good  news  on  the 
theater  front.  The  Brattle  Theater, 
which  has  been  closed  for  more  than  a 
month  now,  will  be  reopening  within  a 
week.  Under  the  new  management  of 
Connie  White  and  Marianne  Lampke, 
the  Brattle  will  continue  showing  reper¬ 
tory  and  independent  films,  as  well  as 
being  a  showcase  for  performance  ar¬ 
tists. 

The  opening  film  will  be  Sudden 
Fear,  a  1952  rediscovery  starring  Joan 
—  of  the  shoulder  pads  —  Crawford. 
Following  this  will  be  a  series  entitled 
“Mad  Love,”  featuring  some  of  the 
most  disturbing  and  bizarre  love 
stories  ever  made,  including 
Fassbinder’s  Fox  and  His  Friends  and 
The  Bitter  Tears  of  Petra  von  Kant,  as 
well  as  the  1935  classic  Peter  Lorre  ver¬ 
sion  of  Mad  Love.  Keep  an  eye  out  for 
further  schedules  and  times. 

— Michael  Bronski 


Calendar  compiled  by  Terri  L.  Rutter 
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